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1 APPEARANCES:
2 BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

3

CHAIRMAN JERALD JONES

1 APPEARANCES CONTINUED:
2 SPEAKERS FROM THE PUBLIC:
3 MATTHEW SACKS, PRESIDENT/OWNER, AMPIRICAL

4 RONNIE SLONE 4 SOLUTIONS, LLC
5 REPRESENTATIVE DARYL A. DESHOTEL (ABSENT) 5 PAM FLUCKE, CEO OF FINANCE, AMPIRICAL SOLUTIONS,
6 STUART A. MOSS 6 LLC
7 KYLED. RUCKERT, DESIGNEE FOR GOVERNOR 7 RODNEY BRAXTON, SOUTHERN STRATEGY GROUP LOUISIANA
8 SECRETARY SUSAN BONNETT BOURGEOIS 8 PAUL SCOTT HALE, DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION,
9 MICHAEL J. TANNER 9 FORMOSA PLASTICS CORPORATION, LOUISIANA
10 LETICIA A."LETTI" LOWE-ARDOIN 10 ROGER BAGWELL, CEO, BAGWELL ENERGY SERVICES, INC.
11 MAYORDAVID H. TOUPS 11 KYLE BUCKLEY, INCENTIVE SPECIALIST, ST. TAMMANY
12 NAHEEM "GEORGE" NASSAR, JR. 12 CORPORATION
13 MARSHALL J. SIMIEN, JR. 13 DAVID HEXT, SITE MANAGER, INDORAMA VENTURES
14 JOHN D. AUSTIN 14 OLEFINS, LLC
15 BARRY M. MELE 15 ASHLEY CHAPMAN, INDORAMA VENTURES OLEFINS, LLC
16 CHARLES"ROBBY" MILLER, JR. 16
17 REPRESENTATIVE JULIE EMERSON 17
18 DAVID B. DOSS 18
19 SENATORFRANKLIN FOIL 19
20 RONALD W.REMEDIES 20
21 KYLEP.POLOZOLA 21
22 DAVID M.AMOSS 2
23 SCOTT A.NIEMEYER (ABSENT) 23
24 SENATORBETH MIZELL (ABSENT) 24 REPORTED BY:
25 ERWIN G. THOMPSON, Ill (ABSENT) 25 KELLY S. PERRIN, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
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1 PROCEEDINGS 1 MAYORTOUPS:
2 CHAIRMAN JONES: 2 Present.
3 Good morning. It's good to see everyone 3 MS. SIMMONS:
4 thismorning at the first meeting of 2024 for 4 David Amoss?
5  theBoard of Commerce and Industry. Forthose | 5 MR. AMOSS:
6  of you who attend these meetings, the people 6 Here.
7  uphere, there'salot of new faces and that's 7 MS. SSIMMONS:
8  exciting for all of us because we all get to 8 John Austin.
9  figure out how to dance this dance together. 9 MR. AUSTIN:
10 Andsoit'sgood to have you here this morning 10 Here.
11  andI'mgoing to call the meeting to order. 11 MS. SSIMMONS:
12 | want to especially recognize the new 12 David Doss?
13 members of the Board. 1'm going to apologize 13 MR. DOSS:
14  inadvance, because as| try to work through 14 Here.
15 theagenda, over the course of the next few 15 MS. SIMMONS:
16  months, I'll learn each of your names and 16 Barry Mele?
17  faces. Today, I'm going to bereal bad at it. 17 MR. MELE:
18  Sol'mgoing to apologize in advance, but 18 Present.
19  please be patient with me. 19 MS. SSIMMONS:
20 If you have any questions or if you have 20 Scott Niemeyer?
21  apoint you want to make, just raise your 21 (No response.)
22 hand, let me know, and well get that done. | 22 MS. SIMMONS:
23 know acouple of you have talked to me about 23 Representative Daryl Deshotel ?
24 needing to recuse yourself from certain items. 24 (No response.)
25  When we get to that item, just raise your hand 25 MS SIMMONS:
Page 6 Page 8
1  andlet me know and we'll make sure that goes 1 Senator Franklin Foil?
2 ontherecord. 2 SENATORFOIL:
3 So | also want to introduce, if everybody 3 Here.
4 hasn't met her, our new Secretary of LED, 4 MS. SIMMONS:
5  Susan Bourgeois. We're excited to have her 5 Kyle Polozola?
6  dtting on the Board with us; and the 6 MR. POLOZOLA:
7  Governor's Representative, Mr. Kyle Ruckert, 7 Here.
8  it'sgreat to have him hereaswell. They're 8 MS.SIMMONS:
9  not any more important than the rest of the 9 I'm sorry if | mispronounce your names.
10  Board Members, but they -- well, they kind of 10 Gerald Jones?
11  are. Sobutit's-- we've got alot of work 11  CHAIRMAN JONES:
12 todo. The February meeting was postponed or | 12 Present.
13  actualy did not happen due to lack of quorum, 13 MS. SSIMMONS:
14  and we've made up for it in space today, so 14 Ronald Remedies?
15  I'mexcited to have everybody here today. 15 MR. REMEDIES:
16 With that, the meeting is called to 16 Here.
17  order. Let'scal theroll so we make sure we 17 MS. SSIMMONS:
18  haveaquorum. 18 Senator Beth Mizell?
19 MS SIMMONS: 19 (Noresponse.)
20 Good morning, everyone. 20 MS. SSIMMONS:
21 Stuart Moss? 21 Representative Julie Emerson?
22 MR.MOSS 22 (Noresponse.)
23 Here. 23 MS SIMMONS:
24 MS. SIMMONS: 24 Michael Tanner?
25 Mayor David Toups? 25 MR. TANNER:
Page 7 Page 9
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1 Here. 1  Program. Ms. Adegbe, would you walk us
2 MS. SIMMONS: 2 through that, please, maam?
3 Secretary Susan Bourgeois? 3 MS ADEGBE:
4  SECRETARY BOURGEOQOIS: 4 Good morning.
5 Here. 5 CHAIRMAN JONES:
6 MS . SIMMONS: 6 Good morning.
7 George Nassar? 7 MS. ARDOIN:
8 MR.NASSAR: 8 There are nine new applications:
9 Present. 9 20210454 1,4 Group, Inc., Ascension Parish;
10 MS. SSIMMONS: 10 20210507 Alliance Compressors, LLC,
11 Erwin Thompson, 111? 11  Natchitoches Parish; 20220090 C-Dive, LLC,
12 (Noresponse.) 12 Terrebonne Parish; 20210633, Goex Industries,
13 MS. SSIMMONS: 13 LLC, Webster Parish; 20210388 Haynes
14 Marshall Simien? 14  International Inc., Bienville Parish; 20210573
15 MR. SIMIEN: 15  Louisiana Spirits, LLC, Jefferson Davis
16 Here. 16  Parish; 20220181 NuStar Equipment, LLC,
17 MS. SIMMONS: 17  Lafayette Parish; 20210458 PCS Nitrogen
18 Ronnie Slone? 18  Fertilizer, LP, Ascension Parish; 20210612
19 MR. SLONE: 19  Southland Steel Fabricators, Inc., St. Helena
20 Present. 20  Parish.
21 MS. SSMMONS: 21 CHAIRMAN JONES:
22 Wesley Blake Whedlis? 22 Thank you, maam. Again, for the benefit
23 (No response.) 23  of the Board, our practice isto handle these
24 MS. SSIMMONS: 24 inglobo and that will actually have one
25 Letti Ardoin? 25  motion to approve or disapprove al. If there
Page 10 Page 12
1 MS ARDOIN: 1  areany that you want to pull out and handle
2 Here. 2 individually, we can certainly do that. Just
3 MS. SIMMONS: 3 let meknow that you want to do that.
4 Charles "Robby" Miller? 4 With that, I'll entertain a motion on
5 MR.MILLER: 5 these
6 Here. 6 MR.POLOZOLA:
7 MS SIMMONS: 7 Mr. Chairman?
8 Kyle Ruckert? 8 CHAIRMAN JONES:
9 MR.RUCKERT: 9 Yes, sir?
10 Here. 10 MR. POLOZOLA:
11 MS. SIMMONS: 11 Let me note my recusal in the matter
12 We have a quorum. 12 20210633, 20210458, and 20210612.
13 CHAIRMAN JONES: 13 CHAIRMAN JONES:
14 Thank you, maam. Board Members, you | 14 Do you -- were you able to pick that up?
15  havereceived acopy of the minutesfromthe 15  STENOGRAPHER:
16  December 6th, 2024 (sic) meeting. Arethere 16 (Nods.)
17  any objectionsto adopting those minutes? |17  CHAIRMAN JONES:
18 Hearing no objections, al infavor, say |18 Mr. Polozola, I'm just making sure that
19 aye 19  our stenographer was able to --
20 ALL: 20 MR. POLOZOLA:
21 Aye. 21 I'll grab the mic.
22  CHAIRMAN JONES: 22  CHAIRMAN JONES:
23 Any opposed? 23 Y eah, that's Mr. Polozolawill be
24 There being none, the motion carries. 24 recusing himself from three matters. Go
25 That will move us to the Quality Jobs 25  ahead, Kyle.
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1 MR. POLOZOLA: 1 public?
2 20210633, 20210458, and 20210612. 2 There being none, al in favor, say aye.
3 CHAIRMAN JONES: 3 ALL:
4 Okay. Hewill be recusing himself, 4 Aye.
5  meaning he will participate in any 5 CHAIRMAN JONES:
6  deliberations or the votes on those matters. 6 Any opposition?
7  Anything else before we entertain a motion? 7 Thereisnone. The motion carries.
8  Isthere amotion on these matters? 8 Y es, maam?
9 Motion from Mr. Simien. Second from 9 MS. ADEGBE:
10  Mr. Mossto approve. 10 There is one Late Renewal, 20170637,
11 Any questions or commentsfromthe Board? |11~ Ampirical Solutions, LLC, St. Tammany Parish,
12 Hearing none, any comments from the 12 Contract effective date, 1/6/2018; initial
13 public? 13 contract expiration, 1/5/23; late renewal
14 There being none, al in favor, say aye. 14 request date, 12/15/2023.
15 ALL: 15 CHAIRMAN JONES:
16 Aye. 16 For the benefit of the Board and the
17 CHAIRMAN JONES: 17  public, any time we have late renewals, there
18 Any opposed? 18  arepenalty opportunities for the Board to
19 Thereisnone. The motion carries. 19  impose; the idea being that these are
20 Next? 20  important benefits, the company should be --
21  MS. ADEGBE: 21 should value these benefits, and when the
22 There are four Renewal Applications: 22 renewal time comes, they should be submitting
23 20180061 Align Technologies, Corp, Orleans 23 theminatimely fashion. In some of these
24  Parish; 20170421 American Sugar Refining, 24  programs, those penalties are set forth by the
25 Inc., St. Bernard Parish; 20190024 RedGuard, 25  rules. Insome, they are not.
Page 14 Page 16
1  LLC, IberiaParish; 20180261, Shintech 1 The Quality Jobs Program, they are not
2 Louisiana, LLC, Iberville Parish. 2  setbyrule. They are purely optional for the
3 CHAIRMAN JONES: 3 Board. Youwill seein your agenda under
4 Do we have any motions on this? Motion 4  options of the Board, you can approve the
5  from Mr. Nassar to approve. Second from 5 fiveyear renewal without penalty, you can
6 Mr. Moss. 6  approve with apenalty, or you can deny the
7 Any questions or comments fromtheBoard? | 7  request for renewal altogether. Not that it
8 Hearing none, any comments? 8  matters necessarily, but the custom of the
9 I'm sorry. Mr. Polozola? Y'all, we will 9  Board has been that for every year or portion
10  learnthat we al will envy Mr. Polozola's 10  of the year that the renewal applicationis
11 client list aswe work through the agenda 11  late, thereisaone-year penalty for the
12  today. Mr. Polozola, you have arecusal. 12 benefit, but that is entirely up to this Board
13 MR. POLOZOLA: 13  if youwant to move forward.
14 2020 -- I'm sorry, 20180261. 14 Do | have amotion?
15 CHAIRMAN JONES: 15 Mr. Simien?
16 Align Technologies, Corp? 16 MR. SIMIEN:
17 MR. POLOZOLA: 17 Given the date that they actually renew,
18 It's Shintech Louisiana. 18 | movefor renewa without penalty.
19 CHAIRMAN JONES: 19 CHAIRMAN JONES:
20 Oh, Shintech, I'm sorry. Forgive me. 20 We have a motion to approve without
21 20180261 Shintech. All right. We'vegot a 21  penalty.
22 recusal. Do we have -- we have amotion and 22 MR. MOSS:
23 asecond to approve. Any comments from the 23 Second.
24  Board or questions from the Board? 24 CHAIRMAN JONES:
25 There being none, any comments from the 25 | have a second from Mr. Moss.
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1 Yes, sir, Mr. Mele? 1 The additional payroll, $13 million, over
2 MR.MELE: 2 $13million. And that doesn't include another
3 Was there areason stated for the late 3 $4millionin additional baseline payroll.
4  renewal and why they filed so late? 4  That's not a part of the net new aswe
5 CHAIRMAN JONES: 5  replaced peoplethat fell off the baseline
6 That'safair question. Do we have a 6  with higher wages.
7  representative here from Ampirical Solutions? 7 CHAIRMAN JONES:
8 Have a seat right here, please. If 8 Any other comments or questions from the
9  you'l pull the microphoneto you so that the 9  Board?
10  stenographer can pick up. Stateyour nameand | 10 Ms. Secretary?
11 your position with the company. 11  SECRETARY BOURGEOIS:
12 MR.SACKS: 12 Yeah, | would just like to address,
13 Good morning. Matthew Sacks, President 13 moving forward, our Department is going to pay
14  and owner of Ampirical Solutions and Pam 14 much closer attention to that on your behalf
15  Flucke here, our CEO of Finance. 15  aswadll. Ultimately, it isyour
16 CHAIRMAN JONES: 16  responsibility clearly.
17 Great. Thank you. So, obvioudly, we 17 MR.SACKS:
18 havealaterenewal, amost ayear late, but 18 So arewe.
19  what isthe basis-- what was the reason for 19 SECRETARY BOURGEOIS:
20 it? 20 Not sure what the process for the last
21  MR.SACKS: 21  eight years has been. But moving forward, we
22 No good reason. Simply didn't seein the 22 will make surethat at least an email or some
23 contract any kind of renewal terms. Had our 23 typeof trigger goes out so oversights will be
24 head down. We have been blessed by the 24  lesslikely.
25  Quality Jobs Program and with great hiring 25 MR. SACKS:
Page 18 Page 20
1  results, and therewasno trigger or analert. | 1 We're tracking better too.
2  Itasocomesat atimeof year whenwerein| 2~ CHAIRMAN JONES:
3 tax audit and al that in the first quarter of 3 Generaly, that's one -- and just to be
4  theyear, and it Simply flew under theradar | 4  full transparency, one reason that the Board
5 andwemissed it. 5  adopted, started adopting penalties is because
6 CHAIRMAN JONES: 6  itwasat least the Board'simpression that
7 Got it. 7  the companies didn't see any real need to meet
8 Yes, sir? 8  because there were no penalties for late
9 MR. MILLER: 9  renewadls, so it became a bookkeeping
10 So you said it was areal successtoyour |10  difficulty for us. And we were -- and so the
11  business. Canyou talk more about thejobs | 11  logic of the Board at the time was, why are we
12 you created? 12 putting more work on the staff when, in fact,
13 MR. SACKS: 13  these programs are valuable and y'all need to
14 Certainly can. So 2017 was a baseline 14 bevaluing them as much as we do.
15  vyear. Soin 2018, first year, we started 15 So | appreciateit. | think you guys
16  counting the net new hires. Wehad -- from |16  have got agreat story to tell. Obviously,
17  that baseline of over $10 million in payroll, | 17  the company has been successful and |
18  we've added another $13.6 million in payroll | 18  congratulate you for that.
19  of net jobsthat qualify. Sofrom 2018 19 MR. SACKS:
20 through'22, 18, 27, 32,47, and 85 net new |20 Thank you.
21 hires each of those successiveyears, s0209 |21  MS. FLUCKE:
22  total new hires. 22 Thank you.
23 MR. MILLER: 23  CHAIRMAN JONES:
24 And that payroll amount was what? 24 Right now, we have a motion and a second
25 MR. SACKS: 25  to approve the renewal without penalty. Is
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1 thereany further discussion or questions? 1  I've been doing this afew times, but thank
2 Any other comments from the public? 2 you. Thank you for the correction, but thank
3 There being none, al in favor, say aye. 3 youfor the explanation aswell, Ms. Adegbe.
4  ALL: 4 All right. Do we have amoation to
5 Aye. 5  approve these changes?
6 CHAIRMAN JONES: 6 We have amotion from Mr. Nassar. Second
7 Is there any opposition? 7  from Mr. Moss.
8 Hearing none, the motion carries. 8 Any questions or comments from the Board?
9 MR. SACKS: 9 There being none, any comments from the
10 Thank you. 10  public?
11 MS. FLUCKE: 11 Hearing none, al in favor, say aye.
12 Thank you. 12 ALL:
13 CHAIRMAN JONES: 13 Aye.
14 Thank you for your contributionsto the 14  CHAIRMAN JONES:
15 State. 15 Any opposition?
16 MR. SACKS: 16 There being none, the motion carries.
17 Of course. 17 MS. ADEGBE:
18 MS. ADEGBE: 18 There are four Full Transfer of Ownership
19 There are two Change of Project Physical 19  to New Company: 20190206, current company,
20  Locations: 20200423, Aqueos Corporation, 20  Calcasieu Pass Operations, LLC, formerly
21 previous address, 231 Highway 96, Broussard, 21 Venture Global LNG, Inc.; new company,
22 Louisiana 70518, previous parish, Lafayette; 22  Calcasieu Pass Operations, LLC, Cameron
23 new address, 1186 Petroleum Parkway, 23 Parish; 20200246, M Test Systems, Inc.; new
24  Broussard, Louisiana 70518, L afayette Parish; 24 company name, JM Test Systems, LLC, East Baton
25 20140927, Centene Management Company, 25  Rouge Parish; 20200068 REG Geismar, LLC; new
Page 22 Page 24
1 LLC, 2000 Covington Center, Covington, 1  company name, Chevron USA, Inc., Ascension
2 Louisiana 70433, St. Tammany Paris; new 2 Parish; 20200253 Venture Globa LNG, Inc.; new
3 address, 144 New Camellia Boulevard, 3 company name, Plaquemines LNG Operations, LLC,
4  Covington, Louisiana 70433, St. Tammany 4 Plaguemines Parish.
5 Parish. 5 CHAIRMAN JONES:
6 CHAIRMAN JONES: 6 I'm going to ask for amotion to defer
7 Ms. Adegbe, correct meif | overly 7  two of these matters, that being 20190206,
8  simplify this, but for the Board's 8  Calcasieu Pass Operations, LLC, formerly
9 edification, thisissimply an attempt to 9  Venture Globa LNG, Inc. aswell as numbers
10  change the mailing address and notice address 10 2020253, Venture Global LNG, Inc. I'm going
11  for the company. It'sfor all intents and 11  toask to defer those to the next meeting.
12 purposes of bookkeeping and administrative 12 I have amotion from Mr. Nassar. Second
13 issues, isthat reasonably correct, 13 from Mr. Slone.
14  Ms. Adegbe? 14 Any questions or comments from the Board?
15 MS. ADEGBE: 15 Hearing none, any comments from the
16 Thisistheir project site, so they move 16 public?
17  their operations from one location to another 17 Hearing none, all in favor, say aye.
18  location. 18 ALL:
19 CHAIRMAN JONES: 19 Aye.
20 Obviously, there's more than asimple 20 CHAIRMAN JONES:
21  address change then. 21 Any opposition?
22 MS. ADEGBE: 22 There being none, that motion carries.
23 Yes, sir. 23 Thoseitemswill be considered at the next
24  CHAIRMAN JONES: 24 meeting.
25 Seg, it takes avillage to raise -- and 25 Now we have the two remaining projects.
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1 Do wehave amotion to approve these transfer 1 andclean.
2 of ownership? 2 Itis, we are hereto step in when one or
3 Motion from Mayor Toups. Second from 3 both of those people are not doing their jobs,
4  Secretary Bourgeois. 4  and we don't want to break ties or make
5 Any questions or comments from the Board? 5  decisionsthat clarify what's going on. And
6 Hearing none, any comments from the 6  sol don't want anybody to think that thisis
7  public? 7  simply nobody's paying attention. The reality
8 There being none, all in favor, say aye. 8 s, these applications are coming to us and
9 ALL: 9  thestaff has already done their homework and
10 Aye. 10  arerecommending approval because they have
11 CHAIRMAN JONES: 11  dotted thel'sand crossed the T's. Isthat
12 Any opposition? 12 fair?
13 There being none, the motion carries. 13 Great. Thank you.
14  MS ADEGBE: 14 Mr. Rosenberg, walk us through
15 One Change of AffiliatesyOwners: 15  Restoration Tax Abatement, please.
16 20200068 REG Geismar, LLC, Ascension Parish; | 16 ~ MR. ROSENBERG:
17  old &ffiliates and LL C members, Renewable 17 Good morning.
18  Energy Group, Inc.; new affiliatesand LLC 18 CHAIRMAN JONES:
19  members, Renewable Energy Group, Inc. and REG 19 Good morning.
20 Geismar, LLC. 20 MR. ROSENBERG:
21  CHAIRMAN JONES: 21 There are three new applications:
22 Okay. Do we have a motion to change? 22 20210560, 1015 Canal, LLC in Orleans Parish;
23 Motion from Mr. Moss. Second from Mr. Nassar.| 23~ 20230350, Layton Properties, LLC, Ouachita
24 Any questions or comments from the Board? |24  Parish; and 20230315 for Robert Farrisin St.
25 Any comments from the public? 25  Tammany Parish.
Page 26 Page 28
1 There being none, al in favor, say aye. 1 CHAIRMAN JONES:
2 ALL: 2 Great. Thank you, sir. And, again,
3 Aye. 3 further explanation, the Restoration Tax
4  CHAIRMAN JONES: 4  Abatement Program is, constitutionally, the
5 Any opposition? 5 locals aready have said grace over these
6 There is none, the motion carries. 6  matters as set forth in the congtitution and
7 MS. ADEGBE: 7  they have approved these before they ever come
8 This concludes Quality Jobs. 8 tolLED.
9 CHAIRMAN JONES: 9 So with that, | would entertain a motion
10 Thank you, Ms. Adegbe. Appreciate your 10 toapprove. Motion from Mr. Nassar. Second
11 help. 11 from Mr. Mele.
12 MS. ADEGBE: 12 Any questions or comments from the Board?
13 Thank you. 13 There being none, any comments from the
14  CHAIRMAN JONES: 14 public?
15 As Mr. Rosenberg comes to the table, | 15 Hearing none, al in favor, say aye.
16  just want to make acomment. | know for, 16  ALL:
17  whenever | first started serving on this 17 Aye.
18  Board, we would go through these and it 18 CHAIRMAN JONES:
19  appeared asthough there's nothing but a 19 Any opposition?
20  rubber stamp going on. | want to disabuse you 20 There being none, the motion carries.
21 of that notion in as much aswhat this really 21  MR. ROSENBERG:
22 represents, that behind the scenes, both the 22 There are three Renewal Applications:
23 applicants and the staff have been doing their 23 20170018 for Georgia Tucker, LLC in Ouachita
24  jobs. If they are doing their jobs, our Board 24 Parish; 20141093 for Hall Downtown, LLC in
25  meetings ought to be fairly straightforward 25  Ouachita Parish; and 20161898 for Third Floor
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1  Propertiesin Ouachita Parish. 1 Plastics, LLC, St. Landry Parish; 20210101,
2  CHAIRMAN JONES: 2 Noble Plastics, LLC, St. Landry Parish;
3 Do we have amotion to approve? Motion 3 20200296 Ochsner Clinic Foundation, Ascension
4 from Mayor Toups. Second from Mr. Moss. 4 Parish; 20210318, Ochsner Clinic Foundation,
5 Any questions or comments from the Board? 5  Jefferson Parish; 20210320, Ochsner Clinic
6 Hearing none, any comments from the 6 Foundation, East Baton Rouge Parish; 20210274,
7  public? 7  Phillips 66 Company, Calcasieu Parish;
8 There being none, the motion -- all in 8 20200167, Southwest Louisiana Hospita
9 favor, say aye. 9  Association, Calcasieu Parish; 20210496,
10 ALL: 10  Sterling Place, LLC, East Baton Rouge Parish;
11 Aye. 11 20190133, Willis Knighton Medical Center,
12 CHAIRMAN JONES: 12 Incorporated, Caddo Parish; and 20200447,
13 Any opposition? 13 WillisKnighton Medical Center, Incorporated,
14 There being none, the motion carries. 14 Bossier Parish.
15  MR. ROSENBERG: 15 CHAIRMAN JONES:
16 Thereis one Full Transfer of Ownership 16 Okay. Again, wewill handle thesein
17  tonew company request for Contract Number 17  globo, unless anyone wantsto carry any one
18  20151972. Former owner is Gibraltar 18  individually?
19  Management Company, LLC, and the new owner is 19 MR. POLOZOLA:
20  Ardendale Oaks Apartments, LLC in East Baton 20 Mr. Chairman?
21 Rouge Parish. 21  CHAIRMAN JONES:
22 CHAIRMAN JONES: 22 We have, Mr. Polozola?
23 Do we have amotion on this Transfer of 23 MR.POLOZOLA:
24 Ownership? We have amotion from Secretary 24 | just want arecusal for 20151318, Cajun
25  Bourgeois, asecond from Mr. Slone. 25 Industries; and 20210274, Phillips 66.
Page 30 Page 32
1 Any questions or comments from the Board? 1 CHAIRMAN JONES:
2 Hearing none, any comments from the 2 Mr. Polozolawill be recusing himself
3 public? 3 from Cgjun Industries, LLC and Phillips 66
4 There being none, al in favor, say aye. 4  applications. All right. Any motion? We
5 ALL: 5  haveamotion from Mr. Moss to approve. We
6 Aye. 6  haveasecond?
7 CHAIRMAN JONES: 7 MR. NASSAR:
8 Any opposition? 8 Second.
9 Thereisnone. The motion carries. 9 CHAIRMAN JONES:
10 MR. ROSENBERG: 10 Second from Mr. Nassar. Any questions or
11 That concludes the RTA agenda. 11 comments from the Board?
12 CHAIRMAN JONES: 12 Hearing none, any comments from the
13 Thank you, Mr. Rosenberg. 13 public?
14 Good morning, Ms. Metoyer. 14 There being none, al in favor, say aye.
15 MS. METOYER: 15 ALL:
16 Good morning. There are 16 new EZ 16 Aye.
17  Applications: 20230307, Acadiana Waste 17 CHAIRMAN JONES:
18  Services, Lafayette Parish; 20151318 Cajun 18 Any opposition?
19  Industries, LLC, East Baton Rouge Parish; 19 Thereisnone. The motion carries.
20 20190166, Community Care Center of Covington, 20 Go right ahead.
21 LLC, St. Tammany Parish; 20210025, Good Job, 21 MS. METOYER:
22 Incorporated, Lafourche Parish; 20200057, 22 There are six Terminations:
23 Landmark Heritage, LLC, East Baton Rouge 23 20190101, Baton Rouge Dental Associates,
24 Parish; 20190330 NMC Operating Company, LLC, 24 LLC, East Baton Rouge Parish, the existing
25  East Baton Rouge Parish; 20210100, Noble 25  contract is5/16/19 to 5/15/2024. The
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1  requested term date is 5/15/2022. The program 1 inaccordancewith La R.S. 51:1784.
2 requirements have been met. No additional 2 Louisiana Economic Development uses federal
3  jobsare anticipated. 3 denid census datain quaifying the bottom 40
4 20200137, E. Drew Clement DDS, LLC, 4 percent of block groupsin the State as
5  Lafourche Parish, the existing contract is 5  Enterprise Zones, based on per capitaincome,
6  4/10/20to 4/9/2025. The requested term date 6  unemployment, and percentage of residents
7  is4/9/2023. The program requirements have 7  receiving public assistance.
8  beenmet. No additional jobs anticipated. 8 In accordance with La. R.S. 51:1785, LED
9 20190152, Kenner Dental Associates, LLC, 9  designatesthe updated qualified block group
10  Jefferson Parish. Existing contract, 5/16/19 10  withinthe State every 10 years using the
11 to5/15/2024. The requested term dateis 11  federal censusdata. An updateto thelist of
12 5/15/2022. The program requirements havebeen |12  €dligible tractsin each jurisdiction for the
13 met. No additional jobs are anticipated. 13 Enterprise Zone Incentive Program administered
14 202000 -- no, 20200109, Metaplate 14 by LED isrequired. Asapart of thisupdate,
15  Galvanizing, LP, Jefferson Davis Parish, the 15  local governments areinvited to approve the
16  existing contract is 3/12/20 to 3/112025. The 16  Enterprise Zonesin their jurisdiction. After
17  requested term dateis 9/12/2022. Theprogram |17  aninitial outreach and several followup with
18  requirements have been met. No additional 18  theloca governments, LED now seeks Board
19  jobsare anticipated. 19  approval of the 2020 EZ Enterprise Zone
20 20190093, Neighbors, LLC, Ouachita 20  designation for the following parishes listed
21 Parish, existing contract is 4/26/19 to 21 below.
22 4/25/2024. Therequested term dateis 22  CHAIRMAN JONES:
23 10/31/21. The program requirements have been |23 Okay. Stop right there. | don't want
24 met. No additional jobs are anticipated. 24 youto read the next --
25 And 20180327, Ochsner Clinic Foundation, 25 MS.METOYER:
Page 34 Page 36
1  Jefferson Parish, the existing contract is 1 No, | don't want to.
2 8/300f '181t0 8/29 of 2023. The requested 2  CHAIRMAN JONES:
3 termdateis 8/29 of '22. And the program 3 Okay. Board members, you havein your
4 requirements have been met. No additional 4 packets pages 12 to 59 represent these
5 jobsareanticipated. 5  Enterprise Zone blocks. Again, the local
6 CHAIRMAN JONES: 6  governments have had opportunity for input and
7 All right. Do we have amotion to 7  thisisthe recommendations from the staff
8  approvethese Terminations? | have amotion 8  based on the census information. We only have
9  from Ms. Ardoin. A second from Mayor Toups. | 9  todothisonce every 10 years. You're lucky
10 Any questions or comments fromthe Board? |10  enough to deal with it today.
11 Hearing none, any comments from the 11 So | would entertain a motion to approve.
12 public? 12 Motion from Mr. Simien. Second from Mr. Moss.
13 There being none, al in favor, say aye. 13 Any questions or comments from the
14  ALL: 14 public -- excuse me, from the Board?
15 Aye. 15 There being none, any comments from the
16 CHAIRMAN JONES: 16  public?
17 Any opposition? 17 Hearing none, all in favor, say aye.
18 There being none, the motion carries. 18  ALL:
19 MS. METOYER: 19 Aye.
20 And | have one Special. 20 CHAIRMAN JONES:
21 CHAIRMAN JONES: 21 Any opposition?
22 Go right ahead. 22 There being none, the motion carries.
23 MS METOYER: 23 MS.METOYER:
24 Okay. The U.S. Census Bureau recently 24 That concludes EZ.
25  released the 2020 Census appointment results 25 CHAIRMAN JONES:;
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1 Thank you so much. 1 MS CHENG:
2 MS. METOYER: 2 No, sir.
3 Thank you. 3 CHAIRMAN JONES:
4  CHAIRMAN JONES: 4 Isthat correct?
5 All right. Let'smoveinto the 5 MS. CHENG:
6  Industrial Tax Exemption Programs. 6 That's correct.
7 MS.CHENG: 7  CHAIRMAN JONES:
8 Good morning. 8 Okay. Great. Or 2017 for that matter.
9 MR.USIE 9 MS. CHENG:
10 Good morning. 10 No, not on this agenda.
11  CHAIRMAN JONES: 11  CHAIRMAN JONES:
12 Good morning. Who isup first? 12 Perfect. Excellent. Move forward.
13 MS. CHENG: 13 MS. CHENG:
14 We have 13 Post Executive Order 2018 14 And, sorry, thisisfor the record, I'm
15  Rulesand New Applications. 15  Kristen Cheng.
16 CHAIRMAN JONES: 16 CHAIRMAN JONES:
17 Okay. Let's stop there and make sure 17 Thank you, Kristen Cheng. | didn't call
18  we'relevel set. Over the course of the last 18  you by name. Forgive me.
19  eight years, this Board had to learn to work 19 MS. CHENG:
20  through about three different sets of ITEP 20 We have 20200450, Allen's Electric Motor
21  Rulesbecause we had ITEP contractsthat were | 21 Service, Inc., Caddo Parish; 20220056-A, Ash
22  inplaceprior to the Executive Order that 22 Industries, Inc., Lafayette Parish;
23 Governor Edwardsimplemented in 2016. Then, |23~ 20200094-B, Aurorium Denham Springs, LLC,
24  theBoard tried to implement that EO by rule 24 Livingston Parish; 20220302, Bienville Lumber
25  inadopting rulesin 2017. Unfortunately, 25  Company, LLC, Bienville Parish; 20230434,
Page 38 Page 40
1  thoseruleswere not as crisp as they needed 1  Boise Cascade Wood Products, LLC, Allen
2  tobe, and wedid areboot in 2018. 2 Parish; 20230410, CORTEC, LLC, West Baton
3 So we had Pre EO Applications, we had 3 Rouge Parish; 20230414 CORTEC Properties, LLC,
4 2017 Rule Applications, and we had 2018 Rule 4 West Baton Rouge Parish; 20190394, Honeywell
5  Applications. And, oh, by the way, we're 5 Internationd, Inc., East Baton Rouge Parish;
6  about to go through another rule making. But 6 20230205, Howell Foundry, LLC, West Feliciana
7  what that doesis, isthat we divide the 7 Parish; 20210121-A, LACC, LLC, U.S,, Cdlcasieu
8  agendabased upon which set of rulesthese 8  Parish; 20220394, Mcllhenny Company, Iberia
9  applications are under. And that meansthe 9  Parish; 20200049-C, Supreme Rice, LLC, Acadia
10  staff and the applicants, they haveto 10 Parish; and 20220512, TSRC Speciaty
11 understand three different sets of rules based 11  Materias, LLC, Iberville Parish.
12 onwherethe program fits. 12 CHAIRMAN JONES:
13 So it seems alittle complex. | think 13 Okay. Mr. Polozola?
14  we've gotten it down to where it moves 14  MR.POLOZOLA:
15  relatively smoothly. But by al means, if you 15 Just recusal of 20190394, Honeywell.
16  haveany questions or you don't understand 16  CHAIRMAN JONES:
17 wherewe are, and when we get into I TEP, 17 20190394, Honeywell, Mr. Polozolawill be
18  there's no such thing as a stupid question 18  recusing himself from consideration of that
19  unlessyou ask it twice. Okay. Fair enough? 19  matter.
20  Sowecan move forward now. Sotheseare-- 20 Do we have amotion? A motion to approve
21 MS. CHENG: 21 from Mr. Moss. Second from Mr. Slone.
22 2018. 22 Any questions or comments from the Board?
23  CHAIRMAN JONES: 23 Note, just one thing | want everybody to
24 -- 2018 Rules, meaning we have no 24 note, especially on 2022394 Mcllhenny Company,
25  applicationsright now for anything Pre EO. 25 | want to note the double asterisks, there was
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1 alateapplication here. Andunder ourrules | 1 Company, LP, St. Charles Parish; 20150910-A,
2 presently, if the application is submitted 2 Shintech Louisiana, LLC, Iberville Parish;
3  dfter thefollowing deadline, the term 3 20161478-A, Shintech Louisiana, LLC, West
4  exemption available under an additional 4 Baton Rouge Parish; and 20131233, Zatarain's,
5  contract renewal shall bereduced by oneyeart 5  Jefferson Parish.
6  for each year or portion thereof that the 6 CHAIRMAN JONES:
7  applicationislate. Soas| said earlier, 7 Mr. Polozola?
8 thisisone of those situations where the 8 MR.POLOZOLA:
9  penalty isbaked into the regulations. 9 Mr. Chairman, basically everything on
10 So if we approve the Mcllhenny Company 10 this docket except Cabot Corporation and
11  application, therewill bea--isita 11  Zatarain's.
12 oneyear? 12 CHAIRMAN JONES:
13 MS. CHENG: 13 Except which one?
14 Yes, sir, it's one year off of the 14 MR.POLOZOLA:
15  initial contract. 15 Cabot Corporation and Zatarain's.
16 CHAIRMAN JONES: 16 CHAIRMAN JONES:
17 So instead of having afive-year initial 17 All right. So Mr. Polozolais going to
18  contract, they would have afour-year initial | 18  recuse himself from all matters with the
19  contract. Okay. But carrying forward with | 19 exception of Cabot Corporation and Zatarain's.
20  that logic, Ms. Cheng, if they get to the 20  Maybenext year, you -- I'm sorry. Just
21  renewadl, they will be considered after four |21  jealousy, just purejealousy isall itis.
22  years? 22 All right. Do we have a motion?
23 MS. CHENG: 23 Mr. Miller?
24 That's correct. 24  MR.MILLER:
25 CHAIRMAN JONES: 25 Question.
Page 42 Page 44
1 Okay. Very good. Any other questions or 1 CHAIRMAN JONES:
2 commentsfrom the Board? 2 Okay.
3 There being none, any comments from the 3 MR.MILLER:
4 public? 4 Wait on amotion?
5 Hearing none, al in favor, say aye. 5 CHAIRMAN JONES:
6  ALL: 6 Let's have amotion and then wel'll ask
7 Aye. 7  thequestion.
8 CHAIRMAN JONES: 8 Yes, sir?
9 Any opposition? 9 MR.RUCKERT:
10 There being none, the motion carries. 10 Approvein globo.
11 MS. CHENG: 11 CHAIRMAN JONES:
12 We have 11 Pre EO Timely Renewals. 12 Okay. We have amotion from Mr. Ruckert
13 CHAIRMAN JONES:; 13  toapproveinglobo. Do we have a second?
14 What are they? 14  Second from Mayor Toups.
15 MS. CHENG: 15 Yes, sir, Mr. Miller?
16 20161534-A, Cabot Corporation, St. Mary 16 MR.MILLER:
17 Parish; 20130429-B-PT, Cameron LNG, LLC, 17 | just want to get some clarity just to
18  Calcasieu Parish; 20130429-C, Cameron LNG, 18  make sure | remember this properly. Even
19  LLC, Cameron Parish; 20140816, Equilon 19  though those applications are 2013, '16,'14,
20  Enterprises, LLC, St. Charles Parish; 20  theactual exemption doesn't start 'til the
21 20141601, Marathon Petroleum Company, LP, St.| 21 project goes on therolls. So some of these
22 Johnthe Baptist Parish; 20152030-A Marathon |22  projects could have been started in '13, but
23 Petroleum Company, LP, St. John the Baptist 23 not actually go ontherolls'til '17, '18,
24 Parish; 20150945-A, Shell Chemical Company, |24  '19. And, therefore, the five years starts
25  LP, Ascension Parish; 20161458, Shell Chemical | 25  then and their renewal startsfive years after
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1 that. 1 Great. And we have, we've had two people
2  CHAIRMAN JONES: 2 that have signed to speak on the matter of
3 The -- 3 Linde. Mr. Braxton, you want to come forward,
4 MR.MILLER: 4  and Mr. -- or Ms. Hardy.
5 There's more than ten years after some of 5 MR.AUSTIN:
6  theseapplications began. 6 Mr. Chairman, | need to recuse myself.
7  CHAIRMAN JONES: 7  CHAIRMAN JONES:
8 Right. The advance, they file the 8 Yes, Mr. Austin will be recusing himself
9  advance and then the projects proceed through 9  from consideration of this Linde late renewal.
10  engineering, construction, that sort of thing. 10 All right. Mr. Braxton, state your name
11 And oncethe 10-year or the 5-year does not 11 and your position with the company, please.
12 start running until they're actually -- 12 MR.BRAXTON:
13 MR.MILLER: 13 Sure. My nameis Rodney Braxton, | am
14 Could be on the books. 14 with Southern Strategy Group Louisiana and we
15 CHAIRMAN JONES: 15  represent Linde. Appreciate the opportunity
16 -- on the books. 16  tobeheretoday. And, you know, rather than
17 MR.MILLER: 17  getinto our issue, if somebody was going to
18 Could be on the books. 18  makeamotion, | don't want to cloud it up.
19 CHAIRMAN JONES: 19  But | know earlier, we had alittle similar
20 Actually, the assets are placed in 20  dituation and they asked what was the problem.
21 service, | think isthe appropriate term. 21 And so in late 2022, Linde was going
22  MS. CHENG: 22 through atransition, someone who was over
23 Operationa use. 23 thisparticular, had this responsibility, left
24  MR.MILLER: 24  the company, and it was at the same time we
25 Operational use. 25  were consolidating some of the partners that
Page 46 Page 48
1 CHAIRMAN JONES: 1  would takethisover. And thissimply slipped
2 Thank you. 2 through the cracks, and that's legitimately
3 MR. MILLER: 3  what happened.
4 Okay. Thank you. | just wanted to make | 4 We have complied with every aspect of the
5 sure. 5  contract. We have done forms exactly aswe
6 CHAIRMAN JONES: 6  promised to do, promised when the contract was
7 So that's the reason that it looks like 7  signed. And sowewould just ask forgiveness,
8 it'smorethan 10 years. Good question. 8  quitefrankly, becauseit certainly wasn't
9 Any other questions or commentsfromthe 9  intentional. It was an oversight.
10 Board? 10 And | know, Mr. Chairman, you probably
11 Hearing none, any comments from the 11  remember we had a similar issue in October
12 public? 12 because we've only -- there were two involved
13 There being none, al in favor, say aye. 13  inthis, and so we want to be transparent.
14  ALL: 14  Thisisthe other one, | think | mentioned in
15 Aye. 15  October there was another one. Thisisit.
16 CHAIRMAN JONES. 16  Andwe were fortunate to get that one approved
17 Any oppoasition? 17  andrenewed and, hopefully, we get the same
18 There being none, the motion carries. 18  results here today.
19 MS. CHENG: 19 CHAIRMAN JONES:
20 We have one Pre EO Late Renewa and | 20 Yeah. Just aquestion, before -- |
21 that's 20161409, Linde, Inc. in Ascension 21  didn't realize it was October, but we approved
22  Parish. Theirinitial contract expired 12/31 |22  you without penalty at that time?
23 of 2022 and they filed their laterenewal on |23 MR. BRAXTON:
24 9/28/2023. 24 That is correct.
25 CHAIRMAN JONES: 25 CHAIRMAN JONES:
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1 And | guess that's what you are asking 1  International Mezzo Technologies, Inc., East
2 for? 2  Baton Rouge Parish; 20180087-A, LaSalle Lumber
3 MR. BRAXTON: 3 Company, LLC, LaSdlle Parish; 20190093,
4 That's exactly what I'm asking for again. 4 Neighbors, LLC, Ouachita Parish; 20161850,
5 CHAIRMAN JONES: 5  Packing Corporation of America, Beauregard
6 Okay. With that explanation, isthere a 6  Parish; 20170296 Packaging Corporation of
7 motion? 7  America, Beauregard Parish; 20170297,
8 MR. MOSS: 8  Packaging Corporation of America, Beauregard
9 | move approval. 9 Parish; 20180226, Sterling Sugars, LLC, St.
10 CHAIRMAN JONES: 10  Mary Parish; 20170587, Stuller, Inc.,
11 We have amotion from Mr. Mossto approve | 11  Lafayette Parish; and 20170205, Westlake
12 thelaterenewal without penalty and a second 12 Vinyls Company, LPin Ascension Parish.
13 from Mr. Slone. 13 CHAIRMAN JONES:
14 Any questions or comments from the Board? | 14 Do we have a motion to approve these
15  Any questionsfor Mr. Braxton or Ms. Hardy? 15  Renewals? Mr. Doss, motion from Mr. Doss.
16 Hearing none, any comments from the 16 Second by Mr. Moss.
17  public? 17 Any questions or comments from the Board?
18 There being none, all in favor of 18 There being none, any comments from the
19  approving the renewal without penalty, say 19  public?
20 aye 20 Hearing none, dl in favor, say aye.
21 ALL: 21 ALL:
22 Aye. 22 Aye.
23 CHAIRMAN JONES: 23 CHAIRMAN JONES:
24 Any opposition? 24 Any opposition?
25 There being none, the motion carries. 25 There being none, the motion carries.
Page 50 Page 52
1 MR.BRAXTON: 1 MR.USE:
2 Thank you very much. 2 Next, we have two Change In Name Only:
3 MS CHENG: 3 Bercen, Inc., adivision of Cranston
4 We have one Timely Post EO 2017 Rules 4 Printworks Corporate Company, 20150240,
5  Renewal. It's20161576-B, Louisiana Sugar 5  changing their nameto Aurorium Denham
6  Refining, LLCin St. James Parish. 6  Springs, LLCin Livingston Parish; and CF
7  CHAIRMAN JONES: 7  Industries Nitrogen, LLC, 20200433, changing
8 All right. They are simply up for a 8  their nameto CF Industries Clean Energy, LLC
9  renewd. Dowe have amotion? We have a 9  inAscension Parish.
10  motion from Mr. Nassar to approve. Second 10 MR.NASSAR:
11 from Mr. Slone. 11 So moved.
12 Any questions or comments from the Board? |12  CHAIRMAN JONES:
13 There being none, any comments from the 13 We have amotion from Mr. Nassar to
14 public? 14  approve these Change In Names. Second from
15 Hearing none, al in favor, say aye. 15  Mayor Toups.
16  ALL: 16 Questions or comments from the Board?
17 Aye. 17 Hearing none, any comments from the
18 CHAIRMAN JONES: 18  public?
19 Any opposition? 19 There being none, al in favor, say aye.
20 Thereisnone. The motion carries. 20 ALL:
21  MS. CHENG: 21 Aye.
22 We have 11 Timely Post EO 2018 Rules 22 CHAIRMAN JONES:
23  Renewals. 20180001, C&C Marine and Repair, | 23 Any opposition?
24 LLC, Plaguemines Parish; 20180045, Hunt Forest | 24 Thereisnone. The motion carries.
25  Products, LLC, Grant Parish; 20180123, 25 MR.USIE:
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1 Next, we have two Change In Location 1 Any opposition?
2 Only: Shell Chemical Company, LP, 20141578-A 2 Thereisnone. The motion carries.
3 previouslocation, 16122 River Road, Norco, 3 And I've just been handed a note that we
4  Louisiana 70079 in St. Charles Parish; new 4 do not have avideo stream of this meeting.
5 location, 15536 River Road, Norco, Louisiana 5  For those who are attempting to video stream,
6  70079in St. Charles Parish. 6  you've probably figured that out by now, but
7 And St. James Solar, LLC, 20180145, 7 I'll make that as a part of the record. Thank
8  previous location coordinates 29.97593, 8 you.
9  -90.73313 Vacherie, Louisiana 70090, St. James | 9  MR. USIE:
10  Parish; new location, 2561 Back Quarters 10 Next, we have two Partial Transfers of
11  Street, Vacherie, Louisiana 70090 in St. James 11 Contract: ThefirstisCortec, LLC,
12 Parish. 12 20180030-A. Cortec, LLC isretaining
13 CHAIRMAN JONES:; 13 $2,134,632 in property and Cortec Properties,
14 Do we have a motion to approve these 14  LLCisreceiving $1,375,851 in property, and
15  ChangelIn Locations? We have amotion from 15  thisisin West Baton Rouge Parish.
16  Ms. Ardoin. Second from Mr. Slone. 16 And then Cortec, LLC, 20180072-A, Cortec,
17 Any questions or comments from the Board? |17  LLCisretaining $1,188,136 in property and
18 There being none, any comments from the 18  Cortec Properties, LLC isreceiving $4,614,691
19  public? 19  inproperty, and thisisin Terrebonne Parish.
20 Hearing none, al in favor, say aye. 20 CHAIRMAN JONES:
21 ALL: 21 Do we have a motion to approve these
22 Aye. 22 Partid Transfers?
23  CHAIRMAN JONES: 23 Motion from Mr. Nassar. Second from
24 Any opposition? 24 Mayor Toups.
25 Thereisnone. The motion carries. 25 Any questions or comments?
Page 54 Page 56
1 MR.USE: 1 MR. MELE:
2 Next, we have seven Transfers of 2 Could someone elaborate on why
3 Contracts. Chalmette Refining, LLC, 20210277, 3  (inaudible) Transfer?
4 new owner, St. Bernard Renewables, LLC in St. 4 CHAIRMAN JONES:
5  Bernard Parish; Dow Chemical Company, 5 Fair question. Explain, Mr. Usie, what
6 20140993, new owner, Dow Hydrocarbons & 6  thesekind of transfers are about.
7  Resources, LLC, West Baton Rouge Parish; MC US 7 MR. USIE:
8  3,LLC, 20150356-PT2, new owner, LANXESS 8 We performed a site inspection and it was
9  Corporation, St. Charles Parish; and Union 9 discovered that it was incorrectly recorded
10  Carbide Corporation, Contracts 20140991, 10  whenthey initially applied, that the building
11 20141263, 20141263-A, and 20151589, new owner, 11  portion of their project was owned by Cortec
12 Dow Hydrocarbons & Resources, LLCin St. 12 Properties and the machinery and equipment
13 CharlesParish. 13 should stay as Cortec, LLC, so they're just
14  CHAIRMAN JONES: 14 correcting it.
15 All right. Do we have amotion to 15 MR. MELE:
16  approvethese Transfers? 16 Is that a common occurrence for when this
17 Motion from Mayor Toups. Second from 17  typeof transfer takes place?
18  Secretary Bourgeois. 18 MR. USIE:
19 Any questions or comments from the Board? 19 Not very common, no.
20 Hearing none, any comments from the 20 MS. CHENG:
21 public? 21 It's because contracts have to be company
22 There being none, al in favor, say aye. 22  gspecific, site specific. So without this
23 ALL: 23 transfer, Cortec Properties doesn't have a
24 Ayeshby all. 24 contract in their name to exempt those assets.
25 CHAIRMAN JONES: 25 MR. MELE:
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1 So the Board doesn't see this 1 Next, we have a Cancellation of J&R
2 (inaudible)? 2 Juneau, LLC, 20190029 in Bossier Parish. LED
3  CHAIRMAN JONES: 3 requests cancellation upon being informed by
4 Mr. Mele, would you pull the mic closer 4 the Parish Assessor of 100 percent of taxes
5 toyou. 5  being billed and paid for the first year of
6 MR.MELE: 6  exemption, the 2020 year. Per Section 517(B)
7 The Board doesn't see such things that 7  of ITEP Rules, the establishment is not
8  often, unlessthe site's, the site specific 8  dligiblefor the exemption.
9 issue. 9 CHAIRMAN JONES:
10 MS. CHENG: 10 Okay. I'll ask Ms. Porter to come
11 Or if acompany is selling assets, 11 forward, please. Ms. Porter isthe Board of
12 changing ownership, that's -- 12 Commerce and Industry's attorney. | try not
13 MR.MELE: 13 tobean attorney because she's better at it
14 Gotcha. 14  thanl am.
15 MS. CHENG: 15 MS. PORTER:
16 -- the other times you would seeit. 16 Good morning.
17 MR. MELE: 17 CHAIRMAN JONES:
18 | see. 18 So I'm going to ask you to kind of walk
19 CHAIRMAN JONES:; 19  usthrough this, Ms. Porter, so that the Board
20 One of the things we will see commonly is 20  can beclear on what thisis about.
21 abuilding or land will be owned by one 21  MS. PORTER:
22 company, the machinery and everything elseis | 22 Well, Hud, if you can give just alittle
23 owned by another, and you'll seetwo 23 background, what happened with J& R Juneau,
24  separate -- and what will be interesting about 24  just -- and then | can go through what legally
25  that, theland will produce no jobs, the 25  isrequired.
Page 58 Page 60
1  machinery will produce 112. Andthat'sa 1 MR.USE
2 disconnect for some peopleto start realizing | 2 It was discovered through non-compliance
3 it'sa--it'susualy afinancing mechanism 3 discussion, they were found non-complaint for
4 and how thefinancing is set up. 4 the 2022 project year for this contract. And
5 MR. USIE: 5  during those discussions, it was uncovered
6 And Cortec ison the new applicationsfor| 6  that 100 percent of the property taxes was
7  thisagendathe correct way, one application | 7  paidinthe very first year of exemption.
8  for the machinery and equipment and anothery 8  Staff confirmed that with the Assessor that it
9  onefor the building. These are just the old 9  washilled and it was paid through -- so
10  onesthat they are correcting. 10  through those conversations, we brought it to
11 MR. MELE: 11  theattention of Ms. Porter. And based on
12 Okay. 12  ITEPRuUles, if a abare minimum, if the
13 CHAIRMAN JONES: 13 company isbilled and the Assessor and the
14 Good questions. Great. Any other 14 locasdon't agreeto removeit from therolls
15  questions or comments from the Board? 15  if an exemption is granted, they're indligible
16 Any comments from the public? 16  for the program. So that'swhy it's here.
17 We do have a motion and a second, 17  CHAIRMAN JONES:
18  correct. Great. 18 So the concept -- and, again, correct me
19 All in favor, say aye. 19  if I'mwrong here. The concept is, isthat
20 ALL: 20  once the taxes have been paid, we're not going
21 Aye. 21  to beasking the locals to disgorge that
22  CHAIRMAN JONES: 22  payment back to the company; isthat
23 Any opposition? 23 effectively -
24 There being none, the motion carries. 24  MS. PORTER:
25 MR.USIE: 25 That's --
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1 CHAIRMAN JONES: 1 That's hot a good idea either.
2 -- the theory behind the Rule? 2 MS. PORTER:
3 MS PORTER: 3 Not agood idea.
4 That's correct. What happens, if you 4  CHAIRMAN JONES:
5 look at it twofold, one, you look at if the 5 So the better move isto go to the Tax
6  property isissued or listed on the taxable 6  Assessor and ask the locals to remove it from
7  roll,itisdeemed ingligible, so that's just 7  the-- and, generally, as| appreciate what a
8  number one. However, Section 517(B) provides | 8  lot of times happens, it depends on what time
9  atleast an option if taxes have not been 9  of theyear these things happen. Y ou know,
10  paid, property listed on therall, it's still 10 thetax rollsare, | think, formalized in late
11  deemed ineligible whether taxes, regardless of 11 fall'ish. Andif there -- if the company does
12 whether taxes are paid or not. However, 12 not yet have a contract backing the Governor's
13 517(B) providesthat if you get the consent of 13 office, Mr. Ruckert, it'simportant to get
14  the Assessor and the locals in order to agree 14  those contracts --
15  to place the property back on the tax rolls if 15 MS. PORTER:
16  thetaxes have not been paid, then the company | 16 It'simportant to get those turned in,
17 will be granted atax exemption. 17  yes
18 So you don't have that if the taxes have 18 CHAIRMAN JONES:
19  been paid and the taxes are on -- and the 19 If they're not turned in quickly, there's
20  property ison tax rolls. 20  consequencesthat go along with that. But if
21  CHAIRMAN JONES: 21 the-- alot of times, we see this sort of
22 So in effect, in effect, if acompany -- 22 scenario arriving toward the end of the year,
23  and I'mtrying to make this alearning 23 they have not yet gotten a signed contract,
24 exercise and an object lesson if nothing else. 24 the Tax Assessor has no way of knowing, and
25 MS. PORTER: 25  things happen.
Page 62 Page 64
1 Yes. 1 So, Mr. Remedies?
2  CHAIRMAN JONES: 2 MR. REMEDIES:
3 If a company learns that what they 3 If the property --
4 believe should be tax exempt property is 4  CHAIRMAN JONES:
5  placed for some reason on thetax rolls, it 5 Get the mic closer, please.
6  becomesincumbent upon them to approach the 6 MR.REMEDIES:
7  Assessors and the locals and have that removed 7 If the property then goes to the tax sale
8  from thetax rolls prior to payment. 8  andthetaxesare paid at the Sheriff's Sale,
9 MS PORTER: 9  what happensto the property at that point?
10 That's correct. Y ou shouldn't have -- 10 CHAIRMAN JONES:
11 you shouldn't have -- you shouldn't pay it. 11 Well, we're not talking about a Sheriff's
12 CHAIRMAN JONES: 12  Sdesituation.
13 Right, shouldn't. 13 MS. PORTER:
14  MS. PORTER: 14 No.
15 Uh-huh. 15 CHAIRMAN JONES:
16 CHAIRMAN JONES: 16 Thisisjust amatter of putting it on
17 And the difficulty, | think, and 17  thetax rollsfor the payment of taxes.
18  Ms. Ardoin, I'm not a CPA and neither have | 18 MR. REMEDIES:
19 playedoneon TV, but it's my understanding 19 Oh.
20  that alot of timesthe default decisionis 20 MS. PORTER:
21 let'spay and protest and well argue about 21 For the ad valorem payment of taxes; not
22 it 22  aSheriff's Sale.
23 MS PORTER: 23  CHAIRMAN JONES:
24 True. 24 Y eah.
25 CHAIRMAN JONES: 25 MS. CHENG:
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1 When they have an ITEP contract openon 1 Right. So, again, this came about from
2  theexemptrolls. 2 conversations about the company being
3 MR.REMEDIES: 3 non-compliant for jobs and payroll in 2022.
4 Yes. 4 Andwhen that was discussed and the locals
5 MS. CHENG: 5  werenatified, the locals gave us
6 So this one was put on the tax rolls and 6  recommendations to cancel the contract; so,
7  they paid. 7  hence, them not being ableto get the locals
8 MR. REMEDIES: 8  and Assessor to take it off therolls, off the
9 Okay. | guess| -- if the taxes are not 9 taxableralls.
10  paid out of protest over aperiod of time, 10 CHAIRMAN JONES:
11  they would -- the asset would be sold at 11 Okay. Just so | can explain to the
12 Sheriff's Sale; right? 12 Board, and this has become a great object
13 CHAIRMAN JONES: 13 lesson on so many different levels. To
14 Weéll, and again, stop me, staff, if I'm 14 further complicate J& R Juneau, if you flip
15  wrong here. If they did not pay thetaxesand| 15  over acouple of pages to the compliance
16  they went to the Tax Assessor and went tothe16  section of your agenda, you -- right at the
17  locasand they refused to takeit to put it 17  firstline, you have AW Chesterton Company
18  ontheexempt rollsand they said, no, were |18  Well, AW, as| explained earlier, some have a
19  keeping it on the taxable rolls, then they 19  single project under two different contracts;
20  haveno choice than to deal with that. 20  because, one, they own acertain part of the
21 With -- that's a -- that's a -- 21 assets, the other one, they own another set of
22  MS. PORTER: 22  theassets. Inthissituation, we've got the
23 Local. 23 project issimply non-compliant.
24  CHAIRMAN JONES: 24  MS. PORTER:
25 -- taxpayer and a Tax Assessor, local 25 Correct.
Page 66 Page 68
1  government problem. Andthe consequencefrom| 1 CHAIRMAN JONES:
2 theway therules are written on it now, the 2 And so we're going to deal with J&R
3 consequence of that isthey're no longer 3 Juneau 2.0injust afew minutes --
4  digiblefor the program, for the ITEP 4  MS. PORTER:
5  Program. 5 In just afew minutes.
6 MR. REMEDIES: 6 CHAIRMAN JONES:
7 Thank you. 7 -- on that part of the agenda. So at the
8 CHAIRMAN JONES: 8  endof theday, | want people, | want the
9 Mr. Polozola? 9  Board to understand that there's reasons for
10 MR.POLOZOLA: 10  therule. Andthe mainreason fortheruleis
11 Ms. Porter, what is the company's 11  that once those taxes are paid, we cannot go
12 position on thisissue? 12 back to thelocals and force them to pay back
13 CHAIRMAN JONES:; 13 themoney that was paid. So once the payment
14 Do we have someone here from J& R Juneau? | 14  ismade, it becomes incredible incumbent upon
15 Apparently not. Okay. Ms. Porter, if 15  the company to exercise whatever authority or
16  you know, say so; if not, say so. 16  whatever political will they have at their
17 MS. PORTER: 17  loca government to get a property taken off
18 My understanding is that they understand, 18  thetax exempt -- | mean thetax rollsif they
19  correct meif I'm wrong, they understand that 19  don't belong there.
20  taxeswere paid and they are okay with that, 20 MS. PORTER:
21 andthe Assessor isokay withit. They're not 21 Correct.
22 evenlooking for areimbursement, but thereis 22  CHAIRMAN JONES:
23 some stuff behind it because it has come up 23 That's their responsibility to do that.
24 andthey are delinquent as well. 24 We, the State, cannot force local government
25 MR.USIE 25 todothat. We have no -- we have no bullet
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1  inour belt to make that happen. Sothisis 1 Because once taxes get paid or once
2 anobject lesson about six different levels. 2 applications aren't managed in atimely
3 All right. Isthat clear as mud to 3  fashion, things happen back home with the Tax
4  everybody? All right. Mr. Mele? 4 Assessor that has real seriousimplications.
5 MR.MELE: 5  Sowe'renot just trying to -- we're not
6 So they are non-compliant, but also on 6  trying to just make examples of people. No,
7  meeting the requirements. 7  thisisn't, you know, stockade up here. We're
8 MR.USIE: 8  just trying to make sure that the companies
9 S0 J& R Juneau owns the building portion 9  recognize that there's diligence. Because
10  of the project. AW Chesterton, asyou'll see 10  when the dominoes start falling, it's a bad
11 later asnon-compliant, ownsthe machinery and |11 day. Okay. Isthat fair?
12 equipment, but they share ajob and payroll 12 All right. Do we have --
13 reporting. It has been brought as a 13 MR.MILLER:
14 cancellation because 2020 occurred way before | 14 Can | make amotion to cancel or do we
15  the 2022 non-compliance, so that's why it's 15  haveone?
16  being shown as a cancellation rather than 16 CHAIRMAN JONES:
17  non-compliant. 17 I'm, frankly, not clear on whether we
18 MR.MELE: 18  havea-- do we have amotion yet,
19 And they're not here this morning. 19  Ms. Simmons?
20 MS PORTER: 20 MS. SIMMONS:
21 No, they're not here. 21 No.
22 MR.USIE 22 CHAIRMAN JONES:
23 They are not here. 23 Okay. We do not have amotion.
24 CHAIRMAN JONES: 24 Mr. Motion from -- motion from Mr. Miller
25 Mr. Miller? 25  beingto cancel the contract. We havea
Page 70 Page 72
1 MR.MILLER: 1  motionto cancel. Second from Mr. Nassar.
2 It's not just one year, so the contract 2 Any comments or questions from the Board?
3  iscanceled for good. There's no coming back 3 Any further comments or questions?
4  for eight yearsor nineyearsor -- 4 Any comments from the public?
5 MS. PORTER: 5 Thereisnone. All infavor, say aye.
6 That's correct. 6  ALL:
7 MR.MILLER: 7 Aye.
8 Onceit'son therolls and taxes are 8 CHAIRMAN JONES:
9  pad, it'soff -- 9 Any opposition?
10 MS. PORTER: 10 Thereisnone. The motion carries.
11 Done. 11 Special Requests?
12 MR.MILLER: 12 MR.USIE:
13 -- from then on. 13 Next, we have one Special Request for
14  MS. PORTER: 14  Taminco US, LLC, Contract 20180142. Taminco
15 Right. 15 US, LLCisrequesting to amend their existing
16 CHAIRMAN JONES: 16  Exhibit A agreement for Contract 2018142 to
17 And that's a significant issue. And this 17  lower the required number of retained jobsto
18 isabigdeal, guys, | mean | don't want to 18  106to 100.
19  makeany bonesabout it. Anditcomesbackto |19 CHAIRMAN JONES:
20  thegenera philosophy of when there's late 20 I'm going to ask that we defer this
21 renewals, when there's |ate applications, a 21 matter until the next meeting. | believe
22 wholelot of bad dominoes start falling. And 22  we've had some conversations with the
23 it'sincumbent upon the applicants and the 23 applicant and | think thereis a path forward
24 companiesto make sure that they are diligent 24 hereto do what needs to be done, but | want
25 infollowing therules. 25  tobesurethat we don't create any unintended
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1  consequences. Sothere'sgoingto bea 1 Board Members, | appreciate the opportunity to
2 discussion between staff and Taminco between 2 come here and discuss this request here, and |
3 now and the next meeting, and we'll bring this 3 cangivealaundry list of different reasons
4  matter up thereif that'sal right. 4  andvalid reasons of why the things have taken
5 | would entertain amotion to defer. A 5  placesincewefirst filed our front-end
6  motion from Mr. Moss. Second from Mr. Nassar.| 6  application or front-end contract, we actually
7 Any questions or comments? 7  executed that contract, front-end contract
8 There being none, any comments from the 8  back in August of 2019. | don't want to sound
9  public? 9  likeabunch of excuses, so I've got alist of
10 There being none, al in favor, say aye. 10 fivedifferent things.
11 ALL: 11 Some of those, this Board has heard
12 Aye. 12 before here. Certainly, COVID over this
13 CHAIRMAN JONES:; 13 period of time was something that took place,
14 Any opposition? 14  raw materialsin the global supply chain issue
15 The matter is deferred. 15  werethere, manpower issues, and even weather
16 MR.USIE: 16  played aroll over this period of timeinto
17 Next, we have another Special Request for 17  thecompletion of this project. The Board has
18  Formosa Plastics Corporation, Louisiana, 18  heard other similarly-situated companies come
19  Contract 20190225. FormosaPlasticsis 19  here and espouse these reasons before, but |
20  requesting to amend their existing Exhibit A 20  cangointo detail on those thingsif you'd
21 agreement for Contract 20190225 to add an 21 like, but I'd like to certainly focus on one
22  additiona year to the two-year period allowed 22 areathat was unique to Formosa Plastics.
23  to commence operation. 23 And that was our FRP, Fiber Reinforced
24  CHAIRMAN JONES: 24 Tank Manufacturer received from the U.S.
25 Do we have someone here from Formosa? 25  Defense Priorities and Allocations Systems
Page 74 Page 76
1 Canyou please comeup? Whilethey arecoming | 1  what they call arated order. And,
2 forward, thisisnot Formosain St. James 2 essentiadly, what that meansis the federal
3 Parish. 3 government stopped and appropriated the full
4  MR.POLOZOLA: 4 production capabilities of that company that
5 Mr. Chairman, | have to recuse. 5  was producing our fiber reinforced tanks for
6 CHAIRMAN JONES: 6  something that they chose as being morein the
7 And Mr. Polozolawill be recusing himsel f 7  national interest than producing the tanks for
8 indeliberation or action on this matter. 8  our project.
9 MR.AUSTIN: 9 As such, we have received or they werein
10 Mr. Chairman, | need to recuse as well. 10  themidst of producing five tanks at that
11  CHAIRMAN JONES: 11 time. Wedid actually receive those five
12 And Mr. Austin will be recusing himself 12 tanks, but they were not allowed to work on
13 aswdll. 13 anything else until they had completed this
14 All right. Please state your name and 14  rated order. So deliveriesthat were supposed
15  position for the company. 15  to havetaken placein August of 2022 were not
16 MR.HALE: 16  received until 10 months later in June of
17 My nameis Paul Scott Hale, | am the 17 2023
18  Director of Administration for the Formosa 18 And that's mirrored several times over
19  Plastics Corporation, Louisiana. 19  with materia availability and that type of
20 CHAIRMAN JONES: 20  thing. Thingsjust got kicked down the road
21 Great. Thank you for being here this 21  post-COVID, things had shut down. People took
22 morning. Tellsuswhat's happened here and 22 awhileto come back up. Manpower
23 what you need. 23 requirements, as other companiesin the area
24 MR.HALE: 24 cameout of COVID. They decided, well, it's
25 Weéll, Mr. Chairman, Madam Secretary,and |25  timefor usto start working on our delayed
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1  projectsthat we had during the COVID period 1  payroll. Itlookslike right now, as of the
2 too, so manpower became quite an issue or 2 endof 2023, 12/31/2023, we've actualy
3 whatever inthisarea, especialy for skilled 3 created 14 -- or excuse me, 24 direct new
4  labor. 4 jobs, so an additional nine new jobs than we
5 | could go through those issues or 5  had originally anticipated with payroll, new
6  whatever, some details on those, but | think 6  eligible wages up through that date of almost
7  y'dl have heard some of these before. That 7 $3million. Sowe are exceeding what we had
8 last onethereis definitely uniqueto 8  originaly contemplated in that contract as
9  Formosa 9 wel.
10 CHAIRMAN JONES: 10 Also, we had looked at $332 million of
11 Many of these Board Members have not 11 investment at the onset of this. And | can
12 heard some of those things, but if | may, let 12 tel you, we're probably over 357 aready and
13  melay some context. When these contractsare | 13 probably looking at being north of
14  negotiated between the applicant and the State 14 $400 million by the time that this all hits
15  of Louisianafor ITEP, they basically agree 15  thebooks.
16  upon some milestones, when construction will 16 CHAIRMAN JONES:
17  begin, when operations will begin. And 17 Thank you for that update aswell. With
18  there'seven built into the contract a 18  that, we would entertain amotion. We have a
19  two-year grace period if you don't -- if you 19  motion from Mr. Moss to approve this special
20  don't get it because things happen. 20  request. We have asecond? Second from
21 And when you're -- used to, when we were 21 Mr. Méle.
22 building $250 million projects, things happen. 22 Any questions or comments from the Board?
23  Wadll, when you're building a billion-dollar 23 Yes, sir?
24  facility, thingsreally happen, you know. And 24  MR. AMOSS:
25  what we've seen since 2020, frankly, between 25 If you wouldn't mind, give us an updated
Page 78 Page 80
1  supply chain issues, workforce issuesthat all 1  schedule and how you're doing, so that if we
2 of usinour companies have had to deal with 2 would be extending to April 30th of 2025 for
3 inone shape or form, these kind of requests 3 commercia operations, how do you feel about
4 have not been unusual, frankly. 4 that date and any margin of safety between
5 We've seen a number of them in the past, 5  hereand there?
6  well, since COVID basicaly. And so | think 6 MR.HALE:
7  what you're saying reams true from the 7 Yes, sir. Wewere pushing hard to get
8  standpoint about supply chain, workforce, and 8  doneby the end of last year and weren't going
9  you simply have not been able to meet within 9 tomakeit. Sowesaid, well, we want 2024 to
10  what you thought was going to be a good 10  beour first contract year. Soit'sour full
11 construction timeline turned out to stuff 11 intention at thistimeto have all of our
12 happened. 12 assetshit the tax rolls by the end of this
13 MR.HALE: 13 year.
14 Yes, sir. Wetook aguess back in 2019 14 MR.AMOSS:
15  when we'd be finished, and we chose 2022, and | 15 Thank you.
16  wedidn't make 2022. And withinthetwo-year |16 CHAIRMAN JONES:
17  grace period would have brought usinto April 17 Any other questions or comments?
18  30th of 2024. And we determined last year, 18 Hearing none, any comments from the
19  we're not going to make that date anyway. So 19  public?
20  we started the processin order to ask for 20 There being none, al in favor of
21 thisrequest. 21 granting the special request, say aye.
22 | do have some bright spots along these 22  ALL:
23 linesor whatever for the Board. And that is, 23 Aye.
24 our original contract was originaly to have 24  CHAIRMAN JONES:
25 15 new jobs and create $1.165 million in new 25 Any opposition?
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1 There being none, the motion carries. 1  Board or wants to terminate or reduce the term
2 MR. HALE: 2 or whatever their recommendation isthat the
3 Thank you. 3  saff hasbasically set up acode for you.

4  CHAIRMAN JONES: 4 You haveto kind of understand the others.

5 Thank you for your investment in the 5  Butonceyou do, it will be easier to work

6  state. 6  through these.

7 MR. HALE: 7 So with that, | just wanted to kind of

8 Yes, sir. 8  level set where we are and how we're doing.

9 MR. USIE: 9 Go ahead, Mr. Usie.

10 Next, we have Non-Compliant Contract |10 MR. USIE:

11  following the 2018 ITEP Rules. 11 We have one contract, Number 20190070 for

12 CHAIRMAN JONES: 12 AW Chesterton Company in Bossier Parish that

13 Okay. Beforewe getintoit, I'm going 13 isnoncompliant for the 2022 reporting period.

14 to, again, set the table just alittle bit 14  The Exhibit A agreement for the contract

15  here. The most compliance issuesthat weve 15  required the company create and maintain 14

16  had with ITEP falls essentialy into two 16  new jobswith $910,000 in payroll. The actual

17  categories-- three: They didn't meet the 17  jobs created was two with $155,817 in payroll.

18  jobsrequirementsthat was set up under the |18 The Parish submitted aresolution

19 last eight years of Administration, they 19  recommending to terminate the contract due to

20  didn't meet the payroll requirement that was | 20 noncompliance for the 2022 project year. The

21  setupinthelast eight years of 21 School Board submitted a resolution

22 Administration, or they didn't filetimely; is |22  recommending to terminate the I TEP Contract

23  that essentially correct? 23 retroactive to the beginning of the contract

24 MR. USIE: 24 dueto noncompliance for project year '22.

25 Correct. 25  And the Sheriff and the City did not respond
Page 82 Page 84

1 CHAIRMAN JONES: 1  with recommendations.

2 Thank you. When we find these 2  CHAIRMAN JONES:

3 noncompliant issues, the staff notifies the 3 So we have noncompliance with the two,

4  local governments that this has happened and 4  theonly two entities where there was an ITEP

5  weask theloca government to tell us, what 5  Contract in place recommending termination.

6  youthink. It'sonly arecommendation, it's 6  Again, thisisJ&R Juneau 2.0, thisisthe

7  not binding on the Board, but the local 7  second portion of that, as we discussed

8  government can tell us. Much to my chagrin, 8 ealier.

9  about 60 to 70 percent of the local government 9 So we have a motion from Mr. Nassar to
10  says, wedefer to the Board. And you will 10 terminate the contract. We have a second from
11 hear from me, asthe last Board got tired of 11 Mr.Mee
12 hearing from me, when local government said 12 Any questions or comments from the Board?
13 they wanted to bein this process, | expect 13 Hearing none, any comments from the
14  themtobeinit. Andthey chooseto opt out 14 public?

15  when the going gets tough, then that means 15 There being none, al in favor, say aye.
16  they don't care whether we apply a penalty or 16  ALL:

17  not dueto noncompliance. But that's just me, 17 Aye.

18  I'mjust one vote, but that's the way | will 18 CHAIRMAN JONES:

19  voteevery timewhen | see, defer to the 19 Any opposition?

20  Board. 20 There being none, the motion carries.

21 In this situation, so all the 21  MS.CHENG:

22 noncompliances are all about jobs, payroll, or 22 We have two contracts. 20180323-A and
23 didn'tfiletimely. And theway the agenda 23 20180323-B for Bagwell Energy Servicesin
24  tableisset up, it will tell you at the index 24 l|beriaParish. They're noncompliant for the
25  whether the local government deferred to the 25  reporting periods of 2020, 2021, and 2022.
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1  TheExhibit A for both the contracts required 1 So would you state your name and your
2 thecompany create and maintain 40 jobs with 2 position with the company, please?
3 $2.8millionin payroll for project year 2020. 3 MR.BAGWELL.:
4 Theactual jobs created and maintained for 4 Yes, sir. I'm Roger Bagwell, I'm the CEO
5  project year 2020 was seven jobswith $276,950 | 5  of Bagwell Energy Services.
6  inpayroll. 6 CHAIRMAN JONES:
7 For project year 2021, the Exhibit A 7 All right. Tell uswhat's been happening
8  required 60 jobs with $4.2 million in payroll. 8 here
9  Theactua jobs created and maintained in 9 MR.BAGWELL:
10  project year 2021 was 16 jobs with $435,628in | 10 well --
11 payroll. 11  CHAIRMAN JONES:
12 And for project year 2022, the Exhibit A 12 Sit closer to the mic.
13 required 90 jobs with $6.3 million in payroll. 13 MR.BAGWELL:
14  Theactua jobs created for project year 2022 14 I'm sorry. It's pretty much the same
15  was 16 jobswith $848,796 in payroll. 15  story, you know. When we made the assumptions
16 The Parish submitted three resolutions 16  onthe number of peopleto be hired going
17  stating to recommend to the LouisianaBoard of |17  forward, we were pretty aggressive. Y ou know,
18  Commerce and Industry for deferral of any 18  COVID hit, you know, we were looking at the
19  decision or actually for noncompliance for 19  LNG plants, the carbon capture, the wind
20  project year 2020 by Bagwell Energy Service 20  turbine mills was supposed to be coming in and
21  ITEP Contract 20180323-A to recommendtothe |21 you know, P and A and al these companies and
22  LouisianaBoard of Commerce and Industry for |22  projects going forward pretty much stalled,
23  deferral of any decision or action for 23 youknow. Soweredly had atough couple of
24 noncompliance for project year 2020 by Bagwell |24  three yearsthere with COVID. Andit'sjust
25  for ITEP Contract 20180323-B and to recommend| 25  now really starting to pick back up.
Page 86 Page 88
1 totheLouisianaBoard of Commerce and 1 Naturally, we did not meet our numbers.
2 Industry for deferral to the Board on any 2 Wewere about 50 percent of what we said we
3 decision or action for noncompliance by 3 would do, which in consideration, | thought
4  Bagwell Energy Servicesfor ITEP Contracts 4 that was pretty good. Most of the
5  20180323-A and 20180323-B for the project 5 intermediate sized contractors like usin the
6  yearsof 2021 and 2022. 6  areaactually went out of business. There's
7 The School Board submitted a resolution 7  about five large companiesin our areathat
8  torecommend that the tax exemption regarding 8  really went out of business on COVID. Some of
9  said contract be entirely eliminated and that 9  them, I'm sure you, Dynamic, Omega, CPE, al
10 Bagwell Energy Services begin paying the full 10  these companies are now gone. We were able to
11 amount of all taxes owed to the Iberia Parish 11 makeit through it, but it was tough, you
12 School Board beginning with tax year 2023. 12 know.
13 TheBoard further reserves al rightsto 13 CHAIRMAN JONES:;
14 collect the amount of taxes that were exempted 14 First of al, what isit you manufacture?
15  for the years 2020, 2021, and 2022. 15 MR.BAGWELL:
16 The Sheriff originally denied the 16 We are awelding fabrication company. We
17 exemption, so he was not requested to provide 17  do construction and also offshore contractor.
18  arecommendation. 18  Wedo sand blasting, painting, welding,
19 CHAIRMAN JONES: 19  hydro-testing, we build ASME vessels, welding
20 Okay. So we have a situation where we 20  and piping and packages for the oil field.
21 have the noncompliances and we're going to 21  CHAIRMAN JONES:
22 hear from the company representative herein 22 And how long have you been in business?
23 justamoment. The Parish has deferred to the 23 MR.BAGWELL:
24 Board. The School Board has recommended 24 Well, | was -- I've been a staple of the
25  termination of the contract. 25  community in Delcrambre -- and we're out of
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1 Delcrambre. And, you know, we started Bagwell | 1 and, you know, we're training new -- these
2 Brothersback in '80, 1980. We sold it to the 2 younger kidsto be able to do that type of
3 Shaw Groupin'97. | wasstill in the ail 3 work. And, you know, we've been there along
4  field for about 15 years and we ended up 4  timeand we plan on being there along time.
5  starting Bagwell Energy and weended up buying | 5  CHAIRMAN JONES:
6 thefacility back from Chicago Bridge and 6 Do you believe you'll be ableto
7  lron, which bought it from Shaw. So I've been 7  ultimately reach the payroll or employee
8 intheareafor alongtime. I've been 8  numbers?
9  Bagwell Energy now since 2014. 9 MR.BAGWELL:
10 CHAIRMAN JONES: 10 Well, you know, in all redlity, | would
11 And, generaly, how many employeesdoyou |11  loveto be ableto reassess the numbers. We
12 maintain on the payroll? 12 werereal aggressive when we came in on this
13 MR.BAGWELL: 13 dedal and we had alot of confidence that we
14 Weéll, right now, we're about 135. You 14  weregoing to be able to meet our numbers.
15  know, typicaly, we've ran, you know, and 15  Theworldistotaly different now. | think
16  during COVID, we were probably half that. | 16  wewill beableto grow. | just don't know if
17 think, let me see, 2020, we were like 65 17 well be ableto grow at the pace that we
18  people. And, you know, we were able to 18  originaly said we could in 2019.
19  maintain -- wedidn't -- it was tough during 19 CHAIRMAN JONES:
20  that time, but we tried to keep our people 20 Who are your customers?
21 because that's the most valuable asset. 21 MR.BAGWELL:
22 So we've been there along time and we've 22 | deal with Chevron, Hess, Oxy, alot of
23 aways been acommunity, you know, part of the | 23 the smaller ones, Arena, Renaissance, alot of
24 community there. And we feel like, you know, 24 thelocal contractors. We work for
25  wewent through some tough timesand | don't 25  Haliburton, Weatherford. We build alot of
Page 90 Page 92
1  thinkit'snot just us, but everybody has been 1 their equipment. CETCO, alot these companies
2  inthesameboat. And | understand the local 2 that build equipment, we build their vessels
3 government, they'rein abind with their 3 andtheir piping.
4 taxes, they want the taxes, you know, but it's 4 And so we deal with alot of the people
5  kind of like we're in a situation where, you 5 inourarea. So, youknow, in redity, we
6  know, it hurts us at this point based on the 6  really blanket the whole energy industry.
7  way everything's been, you know. 7  CHAIRMAN JONES:
8 CHAIRMAN JONES: 8 Okay. Thank you. Thank you for that.
9 So since we've come out of COVID, howhas | 9 MR.BAGWELL.:
10 it -- how has hiring been getting you the 10 Yes, Sir.
11 workforce you need in order to meet your 11 CHAIRMAN JONES:
12 customer needs? 12 Andinmy world, | just want to know what
13 MR.BAGWELL: 13 your -- what it looks like from your side of
14 Well, it's been tough to get the good 14  thetable, because --
15  people. You know, good people are hard to 15 MR.BAGWELL:
16  find, you know, experienced welders, fitters, 16 | think it looks better, but it's been
17 youknow. A lot of them left, alot of them 17  tough.
18  went to the, you know, putting up the 18 CHAIRMAN JONES:;
19  windmillsall over the country. And, you 19 | understand. | understand.
20  know, we've been able to gradually get some 20 MR.BAGWELL:
21  back. 21 If you look at the Port of Iberia, it's
22 Weve got atraining program. We're 22  amost like a ghost town compared to what it
23 training new kids now to be -- and we've 23 usedtobe. Wereinthe Twin Parish Port,
24 invested pretty heavily in high tech equipment 24 whichisasmall port right there on the
25  with welding equipment and cutting equipment |25  Delcrambre Canal and, you know, | think we --
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1  weregrowing and we're still there and, you 1 MR.NASSAR:
2 know, we've got a pretty nice operation, one 2 So I'm kind of torn on this oneto be
3 of thenicest fabrication facilities in south 3 honest with you --
4  Louisiana 4 MR.BAGWELL:
5 CHAIRMAN JONES: 5 Yes, Sir.
6 All right. 6 MR.NASSAR:
7 MR.NASSAR: 7 -- because the locals have weighed init,
8 Ask aquestion. 8  butl feel your pain. | workedin
9 CHAIRMAN JONES: 9  constructionin my early yearsand | worked in
10 Okay. | figured we might expose some 10 theindustry for 38 years.
11 questions, so let's -- I'm going to not follow 117 MR.BAGWELL:
12 parliamentary procedure, but I'm going to let 12 WEell, | agree with you, I'm kind of torn
13 thequestions precede -- because | think that 13 too. | wish| could just pay these guys what
14  may help inform and what the motion ought to 14 | probably owe them, but | mean, you know,
15  be. Mr. Nassar first, then well come over 15  we'rein the same boat, you know, as they are.
16  here. 16  And, you know, it's just a matter of who needs
17 MR.NASSAR: 17  ittheworst, | guess.
18 Did you meet with the school board 18 CHAIRMAN JONES:
19 membersor -- 19 Mr. Mele?
20 CHAIRMAN JONES: 20 MR. MELE:
21 Bring your -- Mr. Nassar, bring your mic 21 Help me understand -- thank you for
22  closer. 22 showing up this morning to answer these
23 MR.NASSAR: 23 questions.
24 Did you meet with the school board 24  MR.BAGWELL.:
25  president and superintendent before? 25 Yes, Sir.
Page 94 Page 96
1 MR.BAGWELL: 1 MR.MELE
2 | have talked with them. At the last 2 Y ou said that you felt you only met 50
3 meeting they had, | wanted to be there, but | 3 percent of your obligation.
4 had prior obligationsin Houston and | wasn't 4 MR.BAGWELL:
5 abletomakeit. But, yeah, | have talked to 5 Yes, Sir.
6  theguysover there, yes, sir. They kind of 6 MR.MELE:
7  like, you know, they didn't really want to 7 How does that -- from what I'm looking at
8  penalize us but, you know, they're in a bind. 8  right here, what does that compute? I'm
9  You know, they're -- unfortunately, they need 9  looking at salaries and I'm looking at both in
10  money, you know. 10  actual jobs and required, 50 percent of what?
11  MR.NASSAR: 11  MR.BAGWELL:
12 Because the way it looks, the Sheriff did 12 WEell, I'm saying we probably hired about
13 not -- hedenied theinitial exemption, 13 50 percent of the number of people that we
14  correct, the Sheriff? 14  said wewould hire.
15 MR. BAGWELL.: 15 MR. MELE:
16 Yes, sir. And | mean it was pretty much 16 Okay. The-- in your business, | heard
17  the samething, you know, they were tight and 17  oil fabrication in the ail field but also in
18  hejust pretty much said, look, | just can't 18  solar panels.
19  afford to give anybody an exemption. So | did 19 MR.BAGWELL:
20  meet with them. 20 I'm sorry?
21  MR.NASSAR: 21 MR.MELE:
22 And the Police Jury, they deferred to the 22 Windmills or solar panels?
23 Board on this matter; right? 23 MR.BAGWELL:
24  MR.BAGWELL: 24 Weéll, | mean one of our -- one of our --
25 (Nods.) 25  onething that we did when we agreed that what
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1  weweregoing to hire, we realy thought the 1 What he was required was the 40, 60, and
2 wind turbine businesswould be comingtosouth | 2 90. With those payroalls, | don't see the
3  Louisiana. I've been hearing for five, ten 3 numbersthat they actually created would be
4 years, we're going to start doing this, we're 4 50 percent of.
5  going to start expanding into the wind 5 MR. REMEDIES:
6 turbines, you know, offshore platformsto be 6 Y es, but he's saying that he had to --
7  ableto put these windmills on. Y ou know, the 7  he'shired about 50 percent of --
8  LNG plant, when the COVID hit, alot of the 8 MS. CHENG:
9  permits got slowed down and alot of that, we 9 But that's what 1I'm saying, you have to
10  doalot of the LNG work, but alot of the big 10  meet the basdline.
11  projects have been postponed for several years | 11 MR. REMEDIES:
12 now. 12 Okay. Yeah.
13 MR.MELE: 13 MR. BAGWELL:
14 Right. 14 Y eah, you have --
15 MR.BAGWELL: 15 MR. REMEDIES:
16 So | mean alot of the things that we 16 No, | understand that. | wasjust asking
17  looked at that, we thought were going to be 17  if he had projected 50 percent --
18  very aggressivein our areato be ableto hire 18 MS. CHENG:
19  people hasn't come about. So haven't been 19 So you're saying half of 90 would be 45
20  ableto -- you know, it just hadn't been as 20 and--
21  aggressively -- you know, these projects just 21 MR. REMEDIES.
22 haven't come around like we thought they 22 If he had placed that on his application,
23 would. I think they eventually will. But, 23 would he have been eligible for this program?
24 you know, it's been three years since COVID, 24 MS. CHENG:
25  '20,'21,'22, and really just now seeing a 25 Sure. It'swhatever they are.
Page 98 Page 100
1 lotof thelarger oil companiesstartingtodo | 1 MR. REMEDIES:
2 someof these larger projects. So, you know,| 2 Okay. I'mjust trying to understand the
3  naturdly, we weren't able to meet our 3 program.
4 numbers. 4 MS. CHENG:
5 MS. CHENG: 5 Right. The job requirements are what the
6 Mr. Méele, thismay help you understand | 6  company iscommitting to. That's not
7  thenumbersalittle bit better, they dohave | 7  necessarily -- it'snot --
8  todtill maintain their baseline number of 8 MR. REMEDIES:
9  jobsfor hire before the project started, so 9 | understand.
10  hemay have hired more than 16 or 7 that 10 MS. CHENG:
11  youreseeing ontheagenda Butif helost |11 -- ever numbersthat LED requires them tg
12 anyone off the baseline, he would have to 12 create. That'swhat they are saying they're
13 backfill those jobs before any new jobswould13  comfortable with committing to at the time of
14  count. 14  application.
15 MR. MELE: 15 MR. REMEDIES:
16 Understood. Thank you. 16 Okay. Thank you. And this other
17 CHAIRMAN JONES: 17  question, | guess, would be for the Chair. Is
18 Thank you. Mr. Remedies? 18  itnormal practice that the Board vote and
19 MR.REMEDIES: 19  allow aschool board to go back on abusiness
20 Y es, this question is for staff, would 20  owner for severa yearsfor the taxes that
21 50 percent or what he'ssaying they actually |21  they were exempt from?
22  haveon payroll, would he have qualified for |22 ~ CHAIRMAN JONES:
23 theprogram if he had used that number in his 23 That's outside our providence at this
24  projections? 24 point, but | --
25 MS. CHENG: 25 MR. REMEDIES:
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1 Becausein their request, it sounded like | 1 CHAIRMAN JONES:
2 they were asking for that, and that may not be 2 Oh, okay. Y eah, you're correct, correct,
3 something that we could approve. 3  ahundred percent right. I'm -- we --
4  CHAIRMAN JONES: 4  MS. CHENG:
5 | think that is something that they are 5 I'm thinking if it's been deferred to
6  intending, perhapsintending to do, but that's| 6  Board, the Board --
7  outsidethisBoard's -- 7  CHAIRMAN JONES:
8 MR. REMEDIES. 8 If it is deferred to the Board, we've not
9 Okay. 9  terminated. If thelocals wanted to terminate
10 CHAIRMAN JONES: 10 it, we have generaly followed that.
11 That's between them and their lawyers. | 11 Ms. Bourgeois?
12 MR. REMEDIES: 12 SECRETARY BOURGEOIS:
13 Okay. Thank you. 13 Yeah. Staff, isthere any noncompliance
14 CHAIRMAN JONES: 14  issuesother than the jobs and payroll
15 Fair question though. Yes, sir? 15  requirement? Isthe capital investment
16 MR.AMOSS 16  compliant?
17 Also for staff, so just wanted to 17  MS. CHENG:
18  clarify, the benefit taken so far is roughly 18 Oh, there's not really a capital
19  $20,000 per year, '20, '21, '22, and there's 19  investment requirement. They did, | believe,
20  anadditional two years, '23 and '24 of the 20  meet the -- they completed the project and did
21  origina contract; isthat correct? 21  meet what they intended to spend, yes.
22 MS. CHENG: 22 SECRETARY BOURGEOIS:
23 Right, it's around 20 per year. 23 Yes.
24 MR. AMOSS. 24 CHAIRMAN JONES:
25 Okay. Andthento follow up, sojustto |25 I'm going to say something so politically
Page 102 Page 104
1  clarify, we have no option at this Board to 1 incorrect, and | apologize ahead of time. Now
2 split what's been taken to date and what is 2 you haveto listen, we've never had compliance
3 future benefit? 3 issuesuntil jobs and payroll got added to the
4  CHAIRMAN JONES: 4 contract requirements. And as aresult, when
5 No. No. What -- where we are -- | mean 5  the EO isimplemented, we will no longer have
6  ouroptionisin noncompliance. And any time 6  jobsand payroll. And, you know, it may take
7  you have anoncompliant situation is, really, 7  afew years, but we will not have compliance
8  thesword's, thearrow'sin our quiver, if you 8  issuesat some point.
9  will, iswe can reduce the number of years 9 And this -- and this-- and I'm going to
10  that areleft in the contract. And that's, 10  say thistoo, the reason for that is that,
11 essentialy, it. That's-- 1 mean, I'm going 11 just as Mr. Bagwell, just as Formosa, just as
12 through my mind trying to checklist if there's 12 many other companies that have come before us
13 other things we can do or we can ignore all 13  tositin 2019 and say, okay, when | get this
14  together or we can cancd the contract. 14  project going, the market and the business
15 | mean cancel -- if you have an egregious 15 climate and the workforce is going to be there
16  situation, | don't, to my knowledge, to my 16  sol can hire 20 people; but to be able to
17  recollection, | don't believe we've ever 17  look inthe crystal ball and now, now we say,
18  canceled acontract, not since I've been here 18  okay, you had ahurricane, you had COVID, you
19  atleast. But, usualy, theresponseis 19  could have, you know, whatever next disaster
20  cutting back on the number of remainingyears |20  comes along, but somehow we can see in advance
21 inthecontract; am | -- Ms. Cheng, Mr. Usig, 21 and know how we can do that. Or an even
22 amlright? 22 better exampleis, or I'm going to invent a
23 MS.CHENG: 23 new widget in my factory that says| no longer
24 | think we have terminated if that was 24 need three employees, | can do it with one
25  the recommendation of the locals. 25  employee.

Page 103

Page 105

Court Reporters of Louisiana
A Veritext Company

27 (Pages 102 - 105)
225-201-9650
WWWw.veritext.com



1 Because as Henry Ford has taught us that 1 Second from Mayor Toups.
2 manufacturing is always looking how to make 2 Any other questions or comments from the
3 morewidgets with fewer people, aways. And 3  Board? Mr. Mele?
4 when we have a public policy that says we've 4 MR.MELE:
5  got to maintain jobs and payroll when 5 Modification of from day forward, | know
6  manufacturing istrying to cut jobs and 6  that was brought up that there may be some --
7  payroll, because that is what manufacturing 7 CHAIRMAN JONES:
8  does, you've got policy and reality are not 8 Modifying the contract all together,
9  aigned. And so I'm, frankly, grateful that 9  Ms. Cheng?
10 wehavecometo apoint wherewearegoingto |10 MS. CHENG:
11 go back to what the business and industry 11 Thereisan option to go to the locals --
12 redlity really isand get rid of the jobs and 12 well, at this point, it would just be the
13 payroll requirement all together. But I'm 13 Police Jury, and request that they amend their
14 sorry that doesn't help you today, 14  Exhibit A for lower job creation and payroll
15  Mr. Bagwell, but that's -- got that off my 15  creation numbers and, hopefully, they would be
16  chest, | won't ever say it again. 16  abletomeet it at that point if thelocals
17 But in any event, now we have asituation 17  agreedtoit.
18  here where we have a Police Jury has deferred 18 MR.MELE:
19 totheBoard. And, again, in my mind, that 19 But that would make it more problematic
20  meansthat they don't care, so that'sa-- 20  for approval.
21 that meansno penalty. Youcan--itis 21  MS.CHENG:
22  possiblefor usto grant no penalty for the 22 Oh, no, when we -- that would have to go
23 Police Jury portion of the ad valorem but 23  tothelocalsfirst.
24 dill terminate the contract for the school 24  MR.MELE:
25  board. That'san option if that's something 25 Okay.
Page 106 Page 108
1 theBoard wantsto do. 1 CHAIRMAN JONES:
2 MR.NASSAR: 2 And | -- Mr. Bagwell, what -- | think
3 That'samotion | would like to make. 3 what isbeing suggested is, as you look at
4  CHAIRMAN JONES: 4  your redigtic jobs and payroll numbers for
5 So to be -- 5  thebalance of the ITEP Program, you may want
6 MR.NASSAR: 6  toconsider going back out to the Police Jury
7 Thereason is because, as you said 7  and saying, listen, instead of 40 jobs and
8  earlier, you know, we ask the locals to get 8  $2.8 millionin salary, putting what may be
9 involved. Thelocalsare now involved and 9  now amore realistic number.
10  thisisunder no Executive Order. So that's 10 MR.BAGWELL:
11 my motion that we terminate the exemption for | 11 Right.
12 the School Board. And asyou said, the Police 12 CHAIRMAN JONES:;
13 Jury defer tothe Board. So it would be, the 13 And there may be something, and | can't
14  Board would have to include in that motion 14  speak for the Police Jury, but what would
15  that we don't terminate the exemption for the 15  happen, mechanically, isthat you would go to
16  Police Jury. The Sheriff has already denied 16  them. If they approveit, it would come back
17  theexemption originaly. 17  tous. Wewould amend your contract and you
18 CHAIRMAN JONES: 18  may forego potentially future noncompliance
19 Okay. So we have amotion to terminate 19  issues.
20  the School Board's portion of the contract, 20 MR.BAGWELL.:
21 keep the Parish portion of the contract. Do | 21 Yeah. We did have a discussion about
22  have asecond to that motion? 22 that with the Parish and they were pretty much
23  MAYOR TOUPS: 23  inagreement with us. So | guesswell have
24 I'll second. 24 togo back to them.
25 CHAIRMAN JONES: 25 CHAIRMAN JONES:
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1 That may be something worth considering. 1 Right.

2  MR.BAGWELL: 2 CHAIRMAN JONES:

3 Okay. 3 And that way, our next meeting is not

4 MR.MILLER: 4 until June, the latter part of June. So that

5 If we-- 5 givesyou sometime. Andif it works out,

6 CHAIRMAN JONES: 6  great; if it doesn't, | think you've sensed

7 Mr. Miller? 7  thesentiment of this Board today.

8 MR.MILLER: 8 MR. BAGWELL:

9 We're going to do that? Doesthat -- if 9 Y eah, and | understand. | appreciate
10  wevoteonit the way it's been presented, 10 that. That might give mealittletimeto go
11  doesthat stop him from being able to go -- 11  givethem some options and work it out with
12 CHAIRMAN JONES: 12 them. That would be -- that would be great.
13 No. 13 MR. MILLER:
14 MR.MILLER: 14 And as a point to that, al of our
15 -- forward? 15  actionsduring the year, we talked about
16 CHAIRMAN JONES: 16  earlier, that if it goes on tax rollsand you
17 No. 17 pay thebill, we're out of the question.
18 MS. CHENG: 18 CHAIRMAN JONES:
19 No, because y'all would still be letting 19 Exactly.
20  the Parish portion of the exemption go forward | 20 MR. BAGWELL:
21 if themotion wasjust -- 21 Y eah, it's done.
22 MR.MILLER: 22  MR.MILLER:
23 What if he went to the School Board 23 All of our decisions, if they could be
24 though and did the same thing? 24  madeal the way up 'til it goes on the tax
25 MS. CHENG: 25  rollsand you pay the bill.

Page 110 Page 112

1 WEéll, he can't because it would be 1 CHAIRMAN JONES:

2 terminated at this point. 2 Good point.

3 MR. MILLER: 3 MR. MILLER:

4 He would -- 4 So, you know, there's no rush for usto

5 CHAIRMAN JONES: 5 doittoday.

6 Y eah, he would not be ableto go to the 6 CHAIRMAN JONES:

7  School Board. 7 Okay. Procedurally, Mr. Nassar --

8 MS. CHENG: 8 MR. NASSAR:

9 Right. 9 | will withdraw my motion.
10 MR. MILLER: 10 CHAIRMAN JONES:
11 If we go forward. If we defer it and 11 Withdraw your motion. And the second?
12 givehimtimeto go back to the School Board 12  MAYOR TOUPS:
13 and go back to the Police Jury, he's got to 13 Il withdraw.
14 'til October'ish 'til the tax rolls close. 14  CHAIRMAN JONES:
15 CHAIRMAN JONES: 15 And Mr. Mayor Toups will withdraw his
16 | love out-of-the-box thinking, 16 second. Mr. Miller will make a substitute
17 Mr. Miller. Sowhereyou'regoingis, rather |17  motion that --
18 thantaking any action on this matter today, |18 MR. MILLER:
19  deferitto at least the next meeting, giving | 19 We defer.
20  Mr. Bagwell an opportunity to go speak tothe20  CHAIRMAN JONES:
21  School Board and the Parish and seeif they | 21 -- to defer the matter until the June
22  would agree to amodification, and theremay| 22  meeting. | think that's a great solution. A
23  beanegotiated resolution of whatever you |23  second from Mr. Simien.
24  have. 24 Any other questions or comments from the
25 MR. BAGWELL: 25 Board?
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1 Any comments from the public? 1  Industria Tax Exemption Program. This

2 Hearing none, al in favor, say aye. 2 program has provided great assistance to our

3 ALL: 3 company and we are grateful for the

4 Aye. 4 opportunity to participate in previous years.

5 CHAIRMAN JONES: 5  However, since wefirst applied for this

6 Any opposition? 6  program, we have faced several unforeseen

7 There being none, the motion carries. 7  challengesthat have madeit difficult to not

8 MR.BAGWELL: 8  only create the new jobs that we originally

9 Thank you, sir. 9  intended but also maintain the existing
10 CHAIRMAN JONES: 10  workforce.
11 Good luck, Mr. Bagwell. 11 We are acomparatively small company
12 MR.BAGWELL: 12 (indiscernible) to compete in our industry.
13 Thank you. 13 Finding and retaining qualified workersis a
14 MR.USIE: 14 magor difficulty that we are constantly having
15 Next, we have one contract: 20170588 for 15  toaddress. Assuch, andinlooking at
16  Dependable Glass Worksin St. Tammany Parish | 16~ current projections, we do not expect to bein
17  that is noncompliant with the 2022 reporting 17 compliance in 2023 or subsequent years. We do
18  period. The Exhibit A for the contract 18  not wish to continually to go before our
19  requiresthe company create and maintain four 19  locals, who have been very understanding to
20  jobswith $120,000 in payroll. The actual 20  date, and ask for their patience when we know
21 jobsand payroll created for 2022 was zero. 21 there's no solution on the horizon.
22 The Parish and the City did not respond 22 We are currently at the last year of the
23  with recommendations. The School Boardand |23  initia five-year term of our ITEP contract.
24 the Sheriff both submitted recommendations 24 Our understanding is that we have the option
25  stating to defer the matter to the Board. 25  torenew for an additional five years. We
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1 CHAIRMAN JONES: 1  would liketo request that no penalty be

2 Okay. Do we have someone here from 2 applied for 2022 and that our contract be

3  Dependable Glass Works? 3  canceled future years rather than moving

4  MR.BUCKLEY: 4  forward with our five-year renewal. To

5 Hello, my nameis actually Kyle Buckley 5  clarify, we are requesting that the contract

6  andI'mtheincentive speciaist for St. 6  becanceled effective 12/31/2022.

7  Tammany Corporation, which is the economic 7 Please know that we are grateful for the

8  development organization for St. Tammany 8  opportunity to participate in the initial term

9  Parish. Dependable Glassis asmaller company 9  of thiscontract. And though this project may
10  andthe nature of that and them being in the 10  seem small compared to some of the other ITEPs
11 middle of tax season and whatnot, they were 11  ontoday's agenda, the abatement provided made
12 not able to spare an employee to attend the 12 acritica differencein the early days of
13 meeting today, but they have provided aletter 13 thisexpansion. We are also thankful for the
14  andthey asked that | haveit read into the 14  patience of our local governing bodies, this
15  records. 15  Board, and our local economic devel opment
16 CHAIRMAN JONES: 16  office, who have helped us navigate this
17 Okay. Go right ahead. 17  process as best we could given the
18 MR.BUCKLEY: 18  circumstances. Sincerely, Tosha Jakes,
19 To the Members of the Board of Commerce |19  Financial Manager, Dependable Glass Works.
20  and Industry, my nameis Tosha Jakes, I'm the 20 CHAIRMAN JONES:;
21  Finance Manager of Dependable Glass Works, a | 21 So as | appreciateit, they do not intend
22 historic glass manufacturing company located 22 tocontinuein the program following the
23 indowntown Covington, Louisiana. | apologize |23  initial five-year term; isthat -- is that
24 for being unable to attend the meeting today 24 correct?
25  todiscussthe annual compliance for 25 MR.BUCKLEY:
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1 That's correct. 1 CHAIRMAN JONES:

2 CHAIRMAN JONES: 2 Got it.

3 Now, you guys, help me out procedurally. 3 MR. USIE:

4 They've essentially asked for a cancellation. 4 But that 2023 compliance would be for

5  Dowe--isthat amatter for another Board 5 thisyear and they would have to go back to

6  meeting or can we act on that today? 6  their localsif they know they're already

7 MR.USIE: 7  noncompliant.

8 So it's my understanding that they're 8 CHAIRMAN JONES:

9  asking for acancellation because it would be 9 | understand. What happens with the
10  for four years. Soif it was canceled 10  taxesthat were not paid for 2022 and 20237
11  effective 12/31/2022, that would give them a 11 MR. USIE:

12 four-year contract. If the renewal wasn't due 12 It would just be 2023 --
13 until the end of 2023, they did, they chose 13 CHAIRMAN JONES:
14  nottorenew it. Soif they just let it 14 Just 2023.
15  expireandjust didn't file arenewal late, 15 MR. USIE:
16  thenthey would still have compliance due for 16 -- taxes.
17 2023 upcoming in 2024. So they don't want to 17 CHAIRMAN JONES:
18  have to submit compliance for 2023. 18 So have they considered that they're -- |
19 CHAIRMAN JONES: 19  mean that, obviously, 2023 taxes are probably
20 Okay. 20  past due by now or have they -- or | guess
21 MR. USIE: 21 they haven't --
22 Which is why they're requesting to cancel 22 MS. CHENG:
23 it backdated and have 2022 be the last year 23 | don't --
24  they'reresponsiblefor. 24 CHAIRMAN JONES:
25 CHAIRMAN JONES: 25 -- been placed on the rolls?
Page 118 Page 120

1 Ms. Cheng, you have something you want to 1 MS CHENG:

2 sy? 2 | was going to say, | don't know whether

3 MS.CHENG: 3 the Assessor would have placed them on the

4 No. 4 rollssince they technically have a contract.

5 CHAIRMAN JONES: 5 CHAIRMAN JONES:

6 Okay. | thought you were reaching for 6 You'reright. You'reright. They

7  themic. Sol guessmy questionis, can we 7  haven't been on therolls, they're not past

8  cancel their contract effective now in this 8 due. The Tax Assessor would have to put them

9  meeting? 9  ontherollsand then the 2023 tax rolls, and
10 MR.USIE: 10  then send atax bill, and then they would have
11 Yes. 11  topayit. Okay.

12 CHAIRMAN JONES: 12 Okay. All right. Well, with that, do we
13 Okay. And that cancellation would be 13 haveamotion? Mr. Polozola? We havea

14  effective what date? 14 motion, Mr. Polozola, to terminate with an

15 MR.USIE: 15  effective date of 12/31/22; isthat accurate?

16 They're requesting 12/31/2022. 16 MR.POLOZOLA:

17 MR. BUCKLEY: 17 Yes, gir.

18 That's correct. 18 CHAIRMAN JONES:

19 CHAIRMAN JONES:; 19 All right. Do we have a second to that

20 Essentialy, bypassing any compliance 20  motion? We have asecond from Mr. Moss. And
21 issues? 21 I'vegot to say, that isthe most creative

22 MR.USIE: 22 approachto -- but and I'm not being -- I'm

23 Correct, because if they just let it 23 not being pejorative. | mean when you

24  expireand not renew it, it would 24 recognize that you'rein over your head and

25  automatically expire 12/31/2023. 25  that the projections were wrong and you're not
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1 goingto beableto, you know, at somepoint| 1 MR. HEXT:
2 in time, you have to decide and say, okay, 2 I'm David Hext. I'm the Site Manager for
3  it'stimeto say, okay, thiswas agood run, 3 IndoramaVentures, Westlake.
4  but we've done the best we cando. So | 4  CHAIRMAN JONES:
5  respect that. | respect that, so okay. 5 Okay. Tell uswhat's happened here.
6 MR.BUCKLEY: 6 MR.HEXT:
7 Thank you. 7 First, | want to say we arein compliance
8 CHAIRMAN JONES: 8  and have submitted our full compliance for
9 So we have a motion and second to 9 2023, so we won't need to appear in the
10 terminate effective December 31, 2022. 10  future. Wefell behind on our hiring. The
11 Any other comments or questionsfromtheé11  job positions are existing and have existed,
12 Board? 12 wejust were unableto fill al of those jobs,
13 There being none, any comments fromthe 13 and we have attrition and losses. So we
14  public? 14  struggled through COVID where we fell behind.
15 Hearing none, all in favor, say aye. 15  Andthen hiring out of that isavery
16  ALL: 16  competitive job market in the Westlake, Lake
17 Aye. 17  Charlesareafor experienced qualified
18 CHAIRMAN JONES: 18  operators.
19 Any opposition? 19 We hired, in 2023, we've on boarded 25
20 There being none, the motion carries. 20  employeesat an average salary of $100,000.
21  Thank you very much. 21  Sowe've done amass hiring to fill existing
22 MR. BUCKLEY: 22 jobsthat we had in our organizational
23 Thank you. 23 structure.
24 MR. USIE: 24 The request we have is that we not be
25 Next, we have two contracts: 20180403 |25  penaized. We've worked very hard to getin
Page 122 Page 124
1 and20180403-A for Indorama Ventures Olefins, | 1 compliance. We employ, you know, with our
2 LLCin Cédlcasieu Parish that are both 2 home workers and our resident contractors,
3 noncompliant for the 2022 reporting period. 3 200-plus employees are working there every
4 The Exhibit A agreement for both contracts 4  day. Werepresent amillion-dollar investment
5  requiresthe company create and maintain five 5 inthat area. We have planned infrastructure
6  jobswith $150,000 in payroll. The actual 6  androom for growth. We paid $25 millionin
7  jobsand payroll created and maintained was 7  expensesto Louisianalocal and state
8 zero. 8  businesseslast year with the associated taxes
9 The Police Jury submitted aresolution 9  that go along with those expenses for us.
10  recommending for each contract to reduce the 10 So, you know, we've partnered with SOWELA
11  term by oneyear. The School Board issued a 11  toget co-opsin to get those experienced
12 resolution recommending for each contract to 12 operators. We've worked with McNeese on
13 reduce the exemption percentage from 13 technica professionals. We've worked with LA
14 80 percent to 40 percent for the remaining 14 Job Works. Andit'sjust been astruggleto
15  agreement terms previously granted to 15  getin, you know, qualified -- you know, it's
16  Indorama. And the Sheriff did not respond 16  ahighly-hazardous industry, so getting
17  with arecommendation. 17  qudified chemical operatorsisachallenge.
18 CHAIRMAN JONES:; 18  We'retrading them back and forth with all the
19 All right. You're here representing 19  local players, the LNGs, the Sasols, and
20  Indorama? 20  LyondellBasells, you know.
21 MR.HEXT: 21 Weve raised our pay in 2023 to be a
22 Yes, gir. 22 top-tier payer inthe area. We've done
23  CHAIRMAN JONES:; 23  retention bonuses for our chemical operators
24 State your name and your position with 24 for consecutive years. We're one of the top
25  the company, please. 25  payersinthearea. We've got employees back
Page 123 Page 125
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1  from other -- you know, worked for us, left, 1  youcould repeat it, if needed. So this
2 and we brought them back because we're a 2 contract wasto restart an old plant or it was
3 preferred employer in the area or they think 3 inadditionto what y'all were aready doing?
4  weare. Sowevedonealot of work to really 4  Kind of tell me what you do now. How many
5  get these people back. 5 jobsdo you aready have? What's your payroll
6 The site hasimproved immensely in the 6  aready? What's your capital investment --
7  lasttwoyearsin reliability and 7 MR.HEXT:
8  environmental health and safety. We just have 8 S0 --
9  donealot of work in the area of reliability 9 MR.MILLER:
10  andresiliency. The company continuesto 10 Outside of this contract.
11 investinus. 11 MR.HEXT:
12 And so we brought an old Oxy Chem asset 12 Outside of this contract, the site
13  that wasdown for 15 years, we brought it back 13  itself, theinvestment isalittle over a
14  from the dead and we've got 200-plus people 14  billiondollars. Our interna head count,
15  working every day, contractorscomingin. We |15  what I'd call our company head count is open
16  haveabig turnaround coming up thisyear,you |16  jobson our roll are about 144. We have an
17  know, that will bring another, you know, 17  additional 60-plusresident contractors
18  $25million into the spin. So | think we have 18  through Turner, Triad, and other industriesin
19  agreat story. And these tax exemptions are 19  our areathat work there every day for us.
20  generous and they're very helpful to us. 20  Andsoit's, you know --
21 We, in 2023, was our first year of being 21  MR.MILLER:
22 positive (indiscernible). So, you know, we're 22 That is payroll for those 200 people,
23 not -- you know, you think, oh, they're making 23 about? What?
24  tonsof money; no, were not. We're still 24  MR.HEXT:
25  struggling to bring up a 15-year-old plant and 25 You --
Page 126 Page 128
1 itisvastly improved and the performanceis 1 MR.MILLER:
2 redly good right now. And we're starting to 2 Roughly.
3 seesome of that back, but these tax 3 MR.HEXT:
4 incentives havereally helped us and will 4 | have my person with all the background
5  continueto help us asweinvest and continue 5  numbers here.
6  toimprovethesite. 6 MR.CHAPMAN:
7 CHAIRMAN JONES: 7 WEell, | just, roughly a hundred thousand
8 Thank you. Thank you for that. That's 8  perjob, so over $15 million for the --
9  helpful information. And -- I'm sorry. 9 MR.MILLER:
10 MR.MOSS. 10 | wasjust -- okay. Thank you.
11 | have letters and have been contacted by 11  MR.CHAPMAN:
12 thePolice Jury and by the School Board 12 Isthat right?
13 requesting that a one-year reduction from both 13 MR. HEXT:
14  entities be submitted to the Board. So | make 14 Y eah, it's over a hundred thousand
15 amoation to reduce it by one year. 15  average sdary.
16 CHAIRMAN JONES: 16 CHAIRMAN JONES:
17 We have a motion to reduce by one year. 17 Mr. Doss?
18  Beforel take your maotion, can we handle the 18 MR.DOSS:
19  other questions; isthat all right? 19 Yes. And | may have missed it if you've
20 MR.MOSS. 20  said anything, but have you met with Police
21 Sure. 21 Jury and the School Board, and can you tell us
22  CHAIRMAN JONES: 22 alittle bit about those meetings from your
23 Mr. Miller? 23 standpoint?
24 MR.MILLER: 24 MR. HEXT:
25 Sir, | may have missed it in the open, if 25 We have met with the -- you know, we went
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1  beforetheir board meetingsand | gave a 1  with $6,516,297 in payroll. The actual jobs

2 similar pleato them and, you know, it was 2 created was 84 jobs with $5,782,694 in

3 justavery closevote. It wasamixed group 3 payroll.

4 inboth groups, you know. There were some 4 The Parish recommends that the L ouisiana

5  that were supportive and some that weren't. 5  Board of Commerce and Industry adopt no

6  Andthiswaskind of a-- their recommendation 6  remedial action for the alleged violations.

7  atheend of that discussion. 7  The School Board submitted a recommendation

8 Y ou know, we also tried to meet with some 8  stating: Our Board voted to take no action

9  of them and others outside of those before, 9  against Louisiana Sugar Cane for their
10  you know, to lay some groundwork beforetotry | 10  noncompliance with the ITEP exemptions. And
11 totell them about our company and invited 11 The Sheriff submitted aletter stating: |
12 them for tours and things of that nature to 12 have made the decision to make no action and
13 get more familiar with us, but we still -- 13 enforce no pendtiesfor these violations. |
14  they made the recommendation. 14 trust that the Board will respect and approve
15 CHAIRMAN JONES: 15  my request.
16 Any other questions or comments? 16 CHAIRMAN JONES:
17 So we have amotion from Mr. Moss to 17 All right. Given the recommendations
18  reduce -- to keep the contract but reduce the 18  fromlocal government, do | have amotion?
19  term by oneyear for both, that is for both 19  Motion, Mr. Simien --
20  thePolice Jury and the School Board? 20 MR. SIMIEN:
21  MR.MOSS: 21 Motion to take no action.
22 Yes, Sir. 22 CHAIRMAN JONES:
23  CHAIRMAN JONES: 23 -- to take no action. Second from Mayor
24 So we have amotion from Mr. Moss. 24 Toups. Any questions or comments from the
25  Second from Mr. Nassar. 25  Board?

Page 130 Page 132

1 Any other questions or comments from the 1 Hearing none, any comments from the

2  Boad? 2 public?

3 Any comments from the public? 3 Hearing none, all in favor, say aye.

4 Hearing none, all in favor, say aye. 4  ALL:

5 ALL: 5 Aye.

6 Aye. 6 CHAIRMAN JONES:

7  CHAIRMAN JONES: 7 Any opposition?

8 Any opposition? 8 There being none, the motion carries.

9 There being none, the motion carries. 9 MR.USIE:
10 MR.HEXT: 10 Last, we have one contract: 20180110 for
11 Thank you. 11  Service Machine & Supply, Inc. in Lafayette
12 CHAIRMAN JONES: 12 Parish that's noncompliant for the 2022
13 Thank you, sir. And thank you for 13 reporting period. The Exhibit A agreement for
14 keeping that plant alive. 14  the contract requires the company create and
15 MR.USIE 15  maintain two jobs with $100,000 in payroll.
16 Next, we have two contracts: 20170492-B 16  Theactua jobs created was four jobs with
17  and 20170492-C, for Louisiana Sugar Cane 17 $138,001.32in payroll. The compliance
18  Cooperative, Inc. in St. Martin Parish that 18  reporting was due April 30th, 2023, but was
19  areboth noncompliant for the 2022 reporting 19  not received until May 2nd, 2023. Thefiling
20  period. The Exhibit A for Contract 20170492-B | 20  isnoncompliant for being late only.
21 requiresthe company retain 116 jobs with 21 The Parish denied the initial exemption
22 $7,671,336 at payroll. The actual jobs 22 a thetime of application, so it does not
23 retained was 106 with $6,401,668 in payroll. 23 apply inthissituation. And no responses
24 The Exhibit A agreement for Contract 24 werereceived from the School Board or the
25  20170492-C requires the company retain 84 jobs | 25  Sheriff.
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1 CHAIRMAN JONES: 1 Number one, following the leadership of
2 I'm going to entertain a motion to take 2 Governor Jeff Landry, particularly his
3 noaction. | have amotion from Mayor -- 3 issuance of Executive Order IML 24-23 setting
4  excuse me, from Secretary Bourgeois. Second 4  forth termsand conditions that he has
5  from Mayor Toups. Any questionsor comments | 5  determined represent the best interests of the
6  from the Board? 6  Statefor his consideration of I TEP contract
7 Hearing none, any comments from the 7  approvas by this Board, the Board of Commerce
8 public? 8  and Industry will consider criteria set forth
9 Hearing none, all in favor, say aye. 9 initsrulesfor purposes of determining what
10 ALL: 10 isinthe best interest of the State for
11 Aye. 11 consideration of ITEP contracts, and establish
12 CHAIRMAN JONES: 12 aRules Committee for the revision of its
13 Any opposition? 13 rulesto align with the Executive Order IML
14 Thereisnone. The motion carries. Kind 14 24-23 and to address by rule what it deems
15  of makesthat rubber stamp stuff look kind of 15  necessary for ITEP applicants.
16  good now, doesn't it, huh? 16 Number two, the Rules Committee shall
17 All right. Next on the agenda, we have a 17  consist of three or more Board members
18  motion from -- | think, Secretary Bourgeois, 18  appointed by the Chair. The Committee shall
19  areyou going to make this motion? 19  have and exercise the authority of the Board
20 SECRETARY BOURGEOIS: 20 intherevision of itsrules, but all
21 (Nods.) 21  revisions shal be subject to approval by the
22  CHAIRMAN JONES: 22  Board -- of the Board rather.
23 All right. I'll defer to Ms. Bourgeois. 23 Number three, a considerable delay in the
24  SECRETARY BOURGEOIS: 24 revision ITEP rulesto align with Executive
25 Give me aminute. Upon consideration 25  Order IML 24-23 will adversely impact the
Page 134 Page 136
1 that the Louisiana Constitution providesin 1  effective administration of the ITE Program
2 Article7, Section 21(F) that the State Board 2 rendering delayed access by qualified
3 of Commerce and Industry, with the approval of 3 applicants, and resulting in an adverse
4  the Governor, enter into contracts for the 4  financia impact on local governing
5  exemption from ad valorem taxes of a new 5  authorities, the State, the Department,
6  manufacturing establishment or an addition to 6  Louisianabusinesses and taxpayers.
7  anexisting manufacturing establishment, on 7 Number four, by virtue of the
8  suchtermsand conditions as the Board, with 8  aforementioned, the Board, in formulating and
9 theapproval of the Governor, deemsin the 9  promulgating rulesfor ITEP that promote the
10  bestinterest of the State. By virtue of this 10  bestinterests of the State renders necessary
11 provision, thisBoard is solely authorized to 11  apublication of an emergency ITEP Rule
12 administer the granting, subject to the 12 pursuant to the emergency provisions of the
13 approval of the Governor, of the Industrial 13 Administrative Procedures Act.
14  Tax Exemption and, pursuant to that end, this 14 And Number five, al as specifically set
15  Board, with the assistance of the Louisiana 15  forth herein, | hereby enter this motion into
16  Department of Economic Development established 16 the record and move that this motion be
17  thelndustria Tax Exemption Program and has 17  adopted by the Board for the publication of an
18  formulated and promulgated Rulesfor ITEPthat | 18  emergency ITEP Rule, and the creation of the
19  promote the best interests of the State. In 19  Rules Committee for the promulgation of ITEP
20  consultation with LED ITEP administratorsand | 20  rulesto align with Executive Order IML 24-23,
21 supervisors, | make the following motion with 21 andto address by rule what it deems necessary
22 regard to the Board's establishment of a Rules 22  for ITEP applicants.
23  Committee and the publication of an emergency |23  CHAIRMAN JONES:
24  ITEP Rule pursuant to the emergency provisions | 24 So we have amotion from Secretary
25  of the Administrative Procedures Act. 25  Bourgeoisto --
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1 MR MILLER: 1 CHAIRMAN JONES:
2 Second. 2 Any opposition?
3 CHAIRMAN JONES: 3 There being none, any -- | should have
4 Second from Mr. Miller. Again, to lay 4 asked for comments from the public? Feel
5  some context, we've all heard about the 5 freg if there's any comments from the public,
6  Executive Order. The difficulty with the 6  we canreconsider the vote.
7  Executive Order isthat, ultimately, the staff 7 There is no comment from the public. The
8  hastodea withrules. And right now, we 8  votestands.
9  don't haverulesthat align with the Executive 9 Now with that, I'm going to appoint the
10  Order. So the purpose of the emergency rule 10  Rules Committee. 1'm going to be on that
11  isto give staff guidelinesin which they can 11 Committee and will serve as Chair. Mr. Kyle
12 advance the applications that have been filed 12 Polozola, when he's not recusing himself, will
13 sincethe date of the Executive Order in 13 find timeto serve on the Board. Mr. Robby
14 February until now. 14  Miller isgoing to serve on the Board and
15 We have 30-something advances that have 15  Ms. Letti Ardoinisgoing to serve on that
16  essentially been sitting in limbo because 16  Board.
17  staff, they had a Governor telling them one 17 We are going to try to meet as soon as
18  thing and the rulestelling them something 18  possible. Those meetings will be subject to
19  else. Sothisemergency rule will effectively 19  Open Meetings Rules and will be subject to the
20  putinto effect the items that the Governor 20  Public Records Act, so we will be studiousin
21 contained in the Executive Order. 21 complying with all of that. From the Chair's
22 And then, simultaneously, or better 22  perspective, | can't speak for the Committee
23 dtated, on aparallel course with the 23 yet, but from Chair's perspective, we're going
24 emergency rule, we will establish a Rules 24 to berather aggressive and try to moveto
25  Committee which will develop anew set of ITEP |25  haveaset of rulesto thisBoard by its
Page 138 Page 140
1  Rulesthat, frankly, will consider not only 1  August meeting. | hope to be able to give you
2 the Executive Order items, but we're going to 2 anideain June how what kind of progress
3  look at the whole program. And we're going to 3 we're making, but they will cometo you,
4 tryto streamlineit, make it something that 4 hopefully, that quickly.
5 isworkable and, frankly, recognizes what 5 We have alot of many milesto go before
6  businessin 2024 looks like. 6  wesleep, before we get from here to there
7 And, hopefully, going forward, as the 7  though. But we thank the Governor for his
8  Secretary will say, we want to go from a 8  recognition of the need for these actions, and
9 but-- 9  wethank you Secretary Bourgeois for your
10 SECRETARY BOURGEOIS: 10  leadership in getting usto this point, and we
11 A "no but" to a"yesand" attitude. 11 will try to carry it therest of theway. Any
12 CHAIRMAN JONES: 12 other comments concerning the Emergency Rule
13 Yes, a"no but", but to a"yes and" 13  or the Rules Committee?
14  attitude with LED. We hope these rules will 14 Any questions, comments otherwise?
15  ultimately reflect that. Isthat afair 15 Hearing none, Election of Officers.
16  assessment? 16 SECRETARY BOURGEOQIS:
17  SECRETARY BOURGEOIS: 17 Mr. Chairman, 1'd like to make a motion.
18 Yes, Mr. Chairman. 18 CHAIRMAN JONES:
19 CHAIRMAN JONES: 19 Go ahead.
20 All right. Sowe haveamotion and a 20 SECRETARY BOURGEOIS:
21 second to enact the Emergency Rule and to 21 That you would serve, again, continue to
22 create the Rules Committee. All in favor, say 22 serve, whatever the proper vernacular, as our
23 aye 23 Chair, asour very effective Chair, and that
24 ALL: 24 Robby Miller serve as our Vice Chair of this
25 Aye. 25  Board.
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1 CHAIRMAN JONES: 1  adjourn. Mation from Mr. Simien. Second from
2 All right. Do we have other nominations, 2 Mr. Nassar. All infavor, say aye.
3 please? 3  ALL:
4 There being none, do we have a second to 4 Aye.
5 the motion? 5 CHAIRMAN JONES:
6 MR.SLONE: 6 We are adjourned. We will seeyouin
7 Second. 7 June. Thank you, All.
8 CHAIRMAN JONES: 8 (WHEREUPON, THE MEETING ADJOURNED.)
9 A second from Mr. Slone. Any other -- 9
10  any questions or comments from the Board? 10
11 There being none, any comments from the 11
12 public? 12
13 Hearing none, all in favor, say aye. 13
14 ALL: 14
15 Aye. 15
16 CHAIRMAN JONES: 16
17 Any opposition? 17
18 There is none, the motion carries. 18
19 That brings usto the end of our first 19
20  Board of Commerce and Industry meeting with | 20
21  thisBoard with the exception of commentsfrom | 21
22 our Secretary, we look forward to this every 22
23 meeting because the Secretary always gives us 23
24 anideaof what's going on in her world. 24
25  Thank you. 25
Page 142 Page 144
1  SECRETARY BOURGEOQIS: 1 REPORTER'SCERTIFICATE
2 That would have been good preparation for 2 I, KELLY S. PERRIN, a Certified Court
3 me I'mredly grateful, not only to the 3 Reporter, Certificate #23035, in good standing with
4  Members of this Board who have -- who are 4 the State of Louisiana, asthe officer before whom
5 willingto serve. Andasyou can all tell 5 this meeting was taken, do hereby certify that the
6  from our deliberations this morning, it's 6 foregoing 144 pages;
7 important work, right. It'simportant work to 7  That thistestimony was reported by mein
8  make surethat we are creating a program that 8 stenographic machine shorthand by Computer-Aided
9  worksfor business and industry in this state 9 Transcription, transcribed by me or under my
10  and, moreimportantly, aculture in this state 10 personal direction and supervision, and is atrue
11 that wearein fact open for business and we 11 and correct transcript to the best of my ability
12 want to make it easy and promote people's 12 and understanding;
13 a&hility to be successful here to make a 13 That the transcript has been prepared in
14 living, to build successful companies, and to 14 compliance with transcript format guidelines
15  investinour state. 15 required by statute or by rules of the Board, that
16 And so from a philosophical perspective, 16 | have acted in compliance with the prohibition on
17  that iswhat you will hear from me asthe 17 contractua relationships, as defined by Louisiana
18  Secretary in our Department moving forward. 18 Code of Civil Procedure Article 1434 and in rules
19  AndI'mjust very grateful to al of you for 19 and advisory opinions of the Board; that | am not
20  your servicein thiswork. 20 of counsel nor related to any person participating
21 CHAIRMAN JONES: 21 inthiscause and am in no way interested in the
22 Thank you, Secretary Bourgeois. 22 outcome of this event.
23 Anything else for the good of the order 23
24  today? Anything from anyone? 24
25 Then, we will entertain a motion to 25
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1 This certification isvalid only for a
2 transcript accompanied by my handwritten or digital
3 signature and the image of my State-authorized seal
4 on this page.
5 Signed:
6
7 KELLY S. PERRIN,CCR
8
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